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eenth-century America. In order to comprehend it, we need

all to examine certain social pressures generated by the
can environment and how these pressures interacted with
-qualities of English social thought and law that existed on
of settlement, qualities that even then were being modified

nples set by England’s rivals for empire in the New World.

11 UNTHINKING DEGISION

Enslavement of Negroes in America to 1700

1. THE NECESSITIES OF A NEW WORLD

. ‘When Englishmen crossed the Atlantic to settle in Amer-
‘were immediately subject to novel strains. In some settle-
notably Jamestown and Plymouth, the survival of the com-
i ‘was in question. An appalling proportion of people were
dead;within a year, from malnutrition, starvation, unconquerable
,Mf..nwm.m €5, bitter cold, oppressive heat, Indian attacks, murder, and
ST The survivors were isolated from the world as they had
%%mn%%m it,-cut off from friends and family and the familiar sights and
Fsonnds and smells which have always told men who and where they
: similar sense of isolation and disorientation was inevitable
the settlements that did not suffer through a starving time.
ish settlers were surrounded by savages. They had to perform a
f daily tasks to which most were unaccustomed. They had
one the shock of detachment from home in order to set forth
angerous voyage of from ten to thirteen weeks that ranged
pleasant to fatal and that seared into every passenger’s
the ceaselessly tossing distance that separated him from his
of life.t :
America put great pressure upon the traditional social and
controls that. Englishmen assumed were to be exercised by
ften ecclesiastical authority, Somehow the empty woods
lead much more toward license than restraint. At the
by reaction, this unfettering resulted in an almost pa-
al conservatism, a yearning for the forms and symbols of
amiliar social order. When in 1618, for example, the
ompany wangled a knighthood for a newly appointed
:of the colony the objection from the settlers was not that
cial elevation was inappropriate to wilderness conditions
did not go far enough to meet them; several planters
that a governor of higher rank be sent, since some settlers
Reverence of the Comanders Eminence, or Nobillitye

been laid. The first Negroes landed in Virginia in 1619, thou
very, very little is known about their precise status during the n
twenty years. Between 1640 and 1660 there is evidence of ensl
ment, and after 1660 slavery crystallized on the statute book:
Maryland, Virginia, and other colonies. By 1700 when Afr
Negroes began flooding into English America they were treate
somehow deserving a life and status radically different from Er
lish and other European settlers. The Negro had been debase
a condition of chattel slavery; at some point, Englishmen in Am
ica had created a legal status which ran counter to English law.
Unfortunately the details of this process can never be complets
reconstructed; there is simply not enough evidence (and very lit
chance of more to come) to show precisely when and how and why
Negroes came to be treated so differently from white men, %omm !
there is just enough to make historians differ as to its meani :
Concerning the first years of contact especially we have very littl

Negro debasement began; once the Negro became fully the slavgjit
is not hard to see why white men looked down upon him.
precisely because understanding the dynamics of these early ye
so important to understanding the centuries which followed,.

§‘an eloquent revivification by William Bradford, Of Plymouth

to reconstruct the course of debasement undergone by Negroe; 620-1647, ed. Samuel Eliot Morison (N. Y., 1952) , 61-63,

[44]
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whereunto by Nature everye man subordinate is ready to &E.m%m . with personal freedom, of course, that wilderness condi-
¥ ¥ i P

st suddenly reshaped English laws, assumptions, and prac-
America land was plentiful, labor scarce, and, as in all new
-a cash crop desperately needed. These economic conditions
remain important for centuries; in general they tended to
ige greater geographical mobility, less specialization, higher
and fewer restraints on the processes and products of labor.
ng traditional assumptions and practices, however, was the
‘etain them simply because they were familiar and because
ved the vital function of maintaining and advancing orderly
mE ‘Throughout the seventeenth century there were pres-
ﬁm&ﬁon& practices which similarly told in opposite direc-

cial forms were transplanted to America not simply because the
were nice to have around but because without them the new settl
ments would have fallen apart and English settlers would w% :
become men of the forest, savage men devoid of civilization. :

For the same reason, the communal goals that animated th

wnms precisely who they were (the chosen of God, many of EmB, i
and that they were seeking to erect a Godly community. Thoug!
that community (eventually) eluded them, they retained their c
viction that they manned a significant outpost of English civili

eral men who invested capital in agriculture in America
nder fewer customary and legal restraints than in England
rfing what they did with their land and with the people who
n it. On the other hand their activities were constrained by
nomic necessity of producing cash crops for export, which

and General Court in 1700, “It is no Little Blessing of God, that ed- their choice of how they could treat it. Men without

are a part of the English nation.”® A similar deep sense of selfi ¢ could obtain land relatively easily: hence the shortage of
transplantation buttressed the settlements in Virginia and Mary:#s and-the notably blurred line between men who had capital
land. While there was less talk than in New England about Go : ndimen-who did not. Men and women in England faced a different
special endorsement, virtually every settler knew that Englishmen¢g sitation. A significant amount of capital was required in order to

America, and the greatest barrier to material advancement in
ca'was the Atlantic Ocean.

: emajor systems of labor emerged amid the interplay of these
power and the cause of reformed Christianity. As Richard Haklujts ‘ and economic conditions in America. One, which was present
summarized these purposes, “This enterprise may staye the mwma. %.m dmm:ubﬂsm« was free wage labor, in which nobs.mnEmH
Esmm [“the supporter of the greate Antechriste of WoBm:

seate pbn._ HUHMES there in time.”* m.ow Englishmen EB.:E ;Y mww_ﬂ ctual arrangements (except among owners). The third, which
e i .coincided with first settlement in America, was temporary
m@ 5 which complex nonnwmnnum; arrangements gave mwﬁum
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degree suitable to their station), Christian (of an mwwwowumﬁm i
Protestant variety) , civilized, and (again to an appropriate degreg) 4
free men.

rmitted so an% English settlers 8 cross the Atlantic wmy..
entured servitude was linked to the development of chattel

: in .PBmﬁ.nm, and :“m operation mmmﬂémm nHommH. mxwgynmnon.
2. Susan M. Kingsbury, ed., Records of the Virginia Company of Londo

vols. ashington, D.C., 1906~g5) , III, 216-19, 231-32. :
3 oﬁw\%os Zm&ﬁ.m Pillar of Gratitude . . . (Boston, 1700), §2-33. . Qm E.m@ servants bound by contract to serve a master for a

4. From his own “Discourse on Western Emncsm.. (1584) , in E. G. R. Tay mmm number of years, usually from four to seven or until age
ed., The Original w\:mzmm nw:w, ooimwo:mg%w &T“fuvﬂnm mwnﬁa Mwww & | ne, as repayment for their ocean passage. The time of
(Works Tssucd by the Hakluyt Soc., 2d Sex, 16-77 [1085 4 P ﬁd which the servant bound himself was negotiable property,

Miller, “Religion and Society in the Early Literature of Virginia,” in his Er
into the Wilderness (Gambridge, Mass., 1956) , 9g-140. ight be sold or conveyed from one master to another at any



[48] WHITE OVER BLAG 5 ._imbmnﬂ.m.oz . . l49]
time up to the expiration of his indenture, at which point he
became a free man. (Actually it was his labor which was owned and
sold, not his person, though this distinction was neither important

nor obvious at the time.) Custom and statute law regulated th
relationship between servant and master. Obligation was reciproca

the master undertook to feed and clothe and sometimes to educatg
his servant and to refrain from abusing him, while the servant was
obliged to perform such work as his master set him and to obey h
master in all things. This typical pattern, with a multitude of
variations, was firmly established by mid-seventeenth century. I
Virginia and Maryland, both the legal and actual conditions .
servants seem to have improved considerably from the early yea
when' servants had often been outrageously abused and sometime
forced to serve long terms. Beginning about 1640 the legislati
assemblies of the two colonies passed numerous acts prescribin grace of God, a\d bountie of our princes, that if anie come

maximum terms of sexrvice and requiring masters to pay the custo from other realms¥\so soone as they set foot on land they
e 1Yy

: : . .. \ . .. .
ary “freedom m.smm. Anmom.:a.pm. provisions, and so forth) at the end: come'so free of conditiofyas their masters, whereby all note of
of the servant’s time.® This legislation may have been actuatediz? ,

bondage i i 3 o

partly by the need to attract more immigrants with guarantees o , ncage 1s utterlie remgoved from them.” ® Other observers.
good treatment, in which case underpopulation in relation to leve
of technology and to natural resources in the English colonies may:
be said to have made for greater personal freedom. On the other
hand, it may also have been a matter of protecting tradition
freedoms threatened by this same fact of underpopulation whi
generated so powerful a need for labor which would not be tran;
sient and temporary. In this instance, very clearly, the imperati
enjoined by settlement in the wilderness interacted with previous]
acquired ideas concerning personal freedom. Indeed without som
inquiry into Elizabethan thinking on that subject, it will remain
impossible to comprehend why Englishmen became servants in th
plantations, and Negroes slaves.

rvers as to what actually was going on and even as to what
.f,vm. Ideas about personal freedom tended to run both ahead
behind actual social conditions. Both statute and common

> mo.gmﬁmamm considerably more than a century out of phase
tual practice and with commonly held notions about servi-

glishmerhlacked accurate methods of ascertaining what actu-
happehing to their social institutions, but they were not

d ..,wmm virtuylly disappeared in England. William Harrison
the matter most¥renuously in 1577: “As for slaves and bond-

ﬂ“.mw the crannies of the decayed manorial system, but
\‘m.mﬁmmm that such vestiges wlge anachronistic. In fact there
glish men and women who e still “bond” in the mid-

th and fourteenth centuries villendge had decayed
ly, and it may be said not to have existed ¥ a viable social

n in the second half of the sixteenth cenlry.” Personal
‘had become the normal status of Englishme, Most con-
ries welcomed this fact; indeed it was after aboutyy 50 that
egan to develop in England that preening conscioudy

best place to start on this complicated subject i i

: ge.in England: m.aava in m.mwm.% M W&.E&EN mwm.o@ %OMMWW M\wwwwmu..m%mmm
5. William Waller Hening, ed., The Statutes at Large Being a Collection of Al S smmmmmmwmi:mwmmaw mm.ﬁmm_mmm seem to be Alexander Savine, “Bondmen
the Laws of Virginia, 13 vols. (Richmond, N.Y., and Phila., 180g-23), I Lo, e mmsawna Society, Transactions, 2d Ser., 17 (19og),
435, 43042, 1L, 113-14, 240, 388, 11, 447-62; Archives of Maryland, 69 vols. - 893) 86 m\.%mn ays of Bondage in England,” Law Quarterly
timore, 1885—) , I, 53, 80, 252-53, 40910, 428, 44344, 45354, 464, 469, 11, 93) » 348-65. William S. Holdsworth, 4 History of English Law, 3d

-(Boston, 1923), III, 491-510, explodes the s istincti
48, 855-36, B2, illeins regardant-and mxc%.m 5 P upposed distinction
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nglishmen generally were unwilling to submit or subscribe to :
sucNdebasement. Despite a brief statutory ex eriment with banish- e a2 5
ment Ypeyond the m%mm: and with wcmmNﬁmHW “perpetually to the A AWhien. Hlamlet declaims "0 what 2 rogns and peasant slave anm
Gallyes%gf this Realme” in 1598, Tudor authorities gradually
hammerefout the legal framework of a labor system which permit
ted compul§jon but which did not permit so total a loss of freedom
as lifetime h¥peditary slavery. Apprenticeship seemed to them th
ideal status, fo% apprenticeship provided a means of regulating th
economy and O guiding youth into acceptable paths of hones
industry. By 1600%many writers had come to think of other kinds 0
bound labor as infeXor forms of apprenticeship, involving less of a
educative function, ¥gs permanence, and a less rigidly contractual
basis. This tendency .._.... reason from ‘%wwmsmnmmaw downwar
rather than from wgm....mmﬂinm up, had the important effect of
imparting some of the veyy strong contractualism in the maste
apprentice relationship to 18s formal varieties of servitude. There
were “indentured” servants irjy ngland prior to English settlemen
in America. Their written “ind&ptures’ gave visible evidence of t
strong element of mutual obliga¥on between master and servan
each retained a copy of the nonnn.....,...ﬁ which was “indented” at the
top so as to match the other.
As things turned out, it was indent
the requirements for settling in Americk, Of course there were othe
forms of bound labor which contributdd to the process of settle /
ment: many convicts were sent and man)children abducted.*
among all the numerous varieties and degregs of non-freedom whic
existed in England, there was none which ¥puld have served a
well-formed model for the chattel slavery whicy developed in Ame
ica. This is not to say, though, that slaveryjwas an unhear
novelty in Tudor England. On the contrary, “bjnd slavery” was
memory trace of long standing. Vague and confuskd as the concept
of slavery was in the minds of Englishmen, it Huommmm.......@ certain fair
consistent connotations which were to help shape 1§ glish perce
tions of the way Europeans should properly treat the Yewly disc

ered peoples overseas.

R

oy
- all ignoble fellowes, and the more base sort of people,”* the

seems u i ial stz
o o een >mmHmMm as.a Wmv\. to a specific social status. And when we
g ind e American colonies a reference in 1665 to “Jacob a negro

‘eventually and ironically to become in the ante-bellum
—but servants should not be “slaves.”” This injunction, which
opron in England, suggests a measure of wnmnmmmonumb the
, mu&umw MMMM% In fact there was a large measure which merits
st wm all, the “slave’s” loss of freedom was complete. “Of all
which .Um destitute of libertie or freedome,” mxwwmmbm.m H.Hmh..
Emm in his Briefe Treatise of Tesiaments and Last Emw
v.v. n?.w m«m:\m is in greatest subjection, for a slave is nwm.m\ per-
Hwnﬁ is in m.mwﬁncmm or bondage to an other, even against
: ,H.w<ob his children,” moreover, “. . . are infected with
eprosie of his father's bondage.” Swinburne was at pains t
,m..ﬂ_:mr wEm condition from that of the villein, whom wmﬂmnmbmm
h%ﬁ%?&ﬁ Glebe of the civil law, “one that is ascrited or
asiEn m to a ground or farme, for the perpetuall tilling or m
nuLH m.,.%mwmow: “A villeine,” he insisted, :Woémogmamrm me.
like unto a slave, yet his bondage is not so great.” % mswpMH
.was ﬂpm. prevailing view of bond slavery; only the precise-
mphasis was unusual. At law, much more clearly than in

AR ;w,m.ma

g
-

Yred servitude which best m

3. THE CONCEPT OF SLAVERY
involve a definite term of years. Slavery was perpetual also

At first glance, one is likely to see merely a fog of inc hat i
ense that it was often thought of as hereditary. It was these

sistency and vagueness enveloping the terms servant and slave

11. Statutes of the Realm, 39 Eliz. c. 4.
12. The “standard” work on this subject unfortunately does not address it

to the problem of origins: Abbot Emerson Smith, Colonists in Bondage: W
Servitude and Convict Labor in America, 1607-1776 (Chapel Hill, 1947) .

chives of Maryland, XLIX, 48.
ry Swinburne, 4 Bri :
1) 4. iefe Treatise of Testaments and Last Willes . . .
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slavery: at the time of the Flood “all Things were common t
,,.wsn mman.SmHP with the emergence.of private property. EQM
ose battles”; “then it was ordained by Constitution of 2 ti
that he that was taken in Battle should remain Bond Wowwm.m
¢r for ever, and he to do with him, all that should come of hi ,
‘Will and Pleasure, as with his Beast, or any other Cattle, to ve,
o sell, or to w.nE.: "This final power, Coke noted, had mwwnm MMMM
en away (owing to “the Cruelty of some Lords”) and placed i
H.E.nmm only of kings.® The animating rationale Wmamws.mm 95
Ptvity In war meant an end to a person’s claim to life as a szMM

dual aspects of perpetuity which were to assume such importance in
America.
So much was slavery a complete loss of liberty that it seemed to

Englishmen somehow akin to loss of humanity. No theme was more
persistent than the claim that to treat a man as a slave was to treat

him as a beast. Almost half a century after Sir Thomas Smith had i
made this connection a Puritan divine was condemning masters who
used “their servants as slaves, or rather as beasts” while Captain
John Smith was moaning about being captured by the Turks and
“a11 sold for slaves, like beasts in a market-place.”® No analogy
could have better demonstrated how strongly Englishmen felt abou ing; by sparing the captive's life, th ; ;
total loss of personal freedom. Absolute power over the life of the H,ﬁ € captor aequired virtually
Certain prevalent assumptions about the origins of slavery paral - control his own. 2 who ha
leled this analogy at a different level of intellectual construction;: More than any other single qualit o . .
Lawyers and divines alike assumed that slavery was impossibl from servitude. Although WQM by mwmm.ummpﬁmn& slav.
before the Fall, that it violated natural law, that it was instituted by coming a slave, such as me born SM Hw other, mzwmawm.ww ways of
positive human laws, and, more generally, that in various ways i zifito slavery, or being adjudg, Mm 0 &M 5 mcM parents, selling oneself
was connected with sin. These ideas were as old as the church were considered to explain the wa &<mﬂ\ MH crime, none of these
fathers and the Roman writers on natural law. In the social atmos Was a2 power relationship; servi Enw\m Mﬁw@ ad wﬁmpb.mﬂm&. Slavery
phere of pre-Restoration England it was virtually inevitable tha Men were “slaves” to Em devil but “ as a Hmwmﬁosmw% of service.
they should have been capsulated in the story of Ham. The Rever alley-slaves,” not galley servants. B mmwﬁmnm of God. gmn were
end Jeremy Taylor (an opponent of the Puritans) explained whal county of Kent because Nm.nn - age had never existed in
it was “that brought servitude or slavery into the world”: God ha illiam] the Conquerour, but veeld M«mm never <msmEm.WmQ by
“consigned 2 sad example that for ever children should be afraid t This tendency to ,mmamﬁ,m MHEM & r: mmﬁw 3 88?.%5.0?: 10
dishonour their parents, and discover their nakedness, or revea ifications. Warfare was dmﬁsz . mnm@ tvity had important
their turpitude, their follies and dishonours.” Sir Edward Cok tives were usually moammmmmwmfv.ﬁmw,\mmm m.m.&umﬁ another people;
(him'self scarcely a Puritan) declared, “This is assured, That Bond til the emergence of nation-stat rangers” as they were termed.
age or Servitude was first inflicted for dishonouring of Parents: Fo portant category of strangers émm ﬁw Europe, u.% .mma the most
Cham the Father of Canaan . . . seeing the Nakedness of his Fathe nal warfare seemed above Mz a nM m M Gy monetiristian. Interna-
Noah, and shewing it in Derision to his Brethren, was therefo is and Turks. Slavery, ﬁwmwmmowmmmmm ess struggle between Chris-
punished in his Son Canaan with Bondage.” ** on the “perpetual en mity” whi e wmawmbaw appeared to rest
The great jurist wrote this in earnest, but at least he did offe {ite one hand and “infidels” and xamm: between Christians on
another description of slavery's genesis. In it he established w - xteenth and seventeenth centuries mmm%gw on the other.® In the
was perhaps the most important and widely acknowledged attrib scores of accounts concerning the Bw“m%%ﬁm MM Woﬁum. MME read
Hothe nglishmen and

er Christian into “captivity”
s taken into “captivity by Turks and Moors and

d lost the power to

16. William Gouge, Of Domesticall Duties Eight Treatises (London, 162
Bgo; Edward Arber, ed.,, Travels and Works of Captain John Smith .. 5
2 vols. (Edinburgh, 1g10), II, 853. ik . . .

17. The Whole swola of the Right Rev. Nﬁ&ﬁe Taylor. . . 5 10 vols. (London;i 3 o,. .m,mwmw WQMMMM.MHWWM H.W WNWwNW .

1850-54) » X, 483; Sir Edward Coke, ..2&. First Part of the Institutes of the L 5 notion of selling o:nmmum into aMU uiation of Kent ... (London, 1576), 11.
of England: or, a Commentary upon .h;z&o: cee 12th ed. (London, 1738 iderived from the OId Testament T ery was very much subsidiary and probably
Lib. II, Cap. XI. ¥or the long-standing assumption that slavery was brough e (N Y. 1940), 18 -~ Isaac Mendelsohn, Slavery in the Ancient Near
about by man’s sinfulness see R. W. and A, J. Carlyle, 4 History of Medi » 18, points out that the Old Testament was the only

ent Iaw code to mention vol
Political Theory in the West, 6 vols. (Edinburgh and London, 1gog-36 . The ph oluntary slavery and self-sale.
11624, 11, 11g-20. phrases are from Michael Dalton, The Countrey Justice . , .

Y, 191, {London,
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oppressed by the “verie worst manner of bondmanship and slav
erie.” 2 Clearly slavery was tinged by the religious disjunction.

Just as many commentators thought that the spirit of Christianity.:
was responsible for the demise of bondage in England, many divine
distinguished between ownership of Christian and of non-Christian
servants. The Reverend William Gouge referred to “such servant
as being strangers were bond-slaves, over whom masters had a mor
absolute power than others.” The Reverend Henry Smith declared
“Ie which counteth his servant a slave, is in error: for there i
difference betweene beleeving servants and infidell servants.” ** Im
plicit in every clerical discourse was the assumption that commo
brotherhood in Christ imparted a special quality to the master
servant relationship.

Slavery did not possess that quality, which made it fortunate tha
Englishmen did not enslave one another. As we have seen, however,
Englishmen did possess a concept of slavery, formed by the cluste
ing of several rough but not illogical equations. The slave wa
treated like a beast. Slavery was inseparable from the evil in men; i
was God's punishment upon Ham's prurient disobedience. Enslav
ment was captivity, the loser’s lot in a contest of power. Slaves wer

Pory Jguese ships Wmmmm supplying the Spanish and Portuguese set-
cmeNs in America with Negro slaves. By 1550 European enslave-
ment of\Yegroes was more than a century old, and Negro slavery

—

at was going on. Apd the answer may be given concisely: Eng-
mgmn had easily at hagd a great deal of not very precise informa-
1.

-Spaniards treated Negroes and frequently the Indians as
ves.” # This was the term customarfly used by English voyagers
: ¢ ianid'by translators of foreign accounts and\documents. Readers of a
Emum&m or Wmmnﬁww A S Beaent about the treatment of Indians in'“grazil by an unnamed

n every count, INeg q : Rortuguese could hardly mistake learning thax slavery there was 2
ly defined condition: Indians held “a titleNof free” but were

4. THE PRACTICES OF PORTINGALS AND SPANYARDS ated as “slaves, all their lives,” and when mastds died the poor,

Which is not to say that Englishmen were casting about
for a peopl® enslave. What happened was that they found thrust
before them nOwonly instances of Negroes being taken into slave
but attractive oppegtunities for joining in that business. Englis
men actually were rather slow to seize these opportunities; on mo
of the sixteenth-century Brglish voyages to ‘Wes{ Africa there was
dealing in slaves. The notioMthat it was appropriate to do so see
to have been drawn chiefly frdgg the example set by the Spani
and Portuguese.

Without inquiring into the reasons, I
persisted since ancient times in the Iberia
the discoveries it was primarily a function
against the Moors,® that Portuguese explorers pgessing do

.

serve -their children perpetually . . . as if they were lagful slaves.

I .,.w%wm_mmam author objected to unjust wars mounted agarRst Indians

”

www lent state of enmity becomes clear in Franklin L. Baumer, “England, the
L ik, and the Common Corps of Christendom,” American Historical Review, 50
(i1044~45) , 26—48; Chew, The Crescent and the Rose.

wn thee

ﬂ.( .m”_wnw& mN.:S the Easte and West Indies . . ., trans. William Phillip (London,
598]):» 198.

e e«mﬂ.‘_unrmm. Purchas His Pilgrimes, XVI, 13-15, 506. See also the early
nslation of a famous Spanish condemnation of the abuse of Indians in which

21. The Estate of Christians, Living under the Subjection of the Turke
(London, 1595) s 5.
22. Gouge, Domesticall Duties, 663; The Sermons of Master Henry Smith

(London, 1607), 40. ;
2g. The complex situation is set forth by Charles Verlinden, L’Esclavage d

L’Europe Mdédidvale, Pol. I, Péninsule Thérique-France (Brugge, 1955) . The's

i ) e
iGias |
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o

ge.” Bartolomé de las Casas, The Spanish Colonie, or Briefe Chronicle of
ctes and Gestes of the Spaniardes in the West Indies . . . (London, 1583), 4




[62] WHITE OVER BLAG K nthinking Decision [63]

Master, as Blachmores with us; of which kinds servants are made sometime
foX¢ibly, as in captivity: sometime voluntarily, as when one doth willingly
male himselfe over: sometime naturally, as the children of servants are
bornk the slaves of their Masters; and this [following type] was the most
frequdpt kinde of service, wherein parties are upon certaine termes or
conditiyns for a certaine time onely under the power of a man: such are our

Apprenfses, Journeymen, maideservants, etc.® .

ong, brutal, and involuntary, was not the same thing as perpetual

; MQJ,meH..nﬁmm comprehended alike the young m@@wmwmnﬂ MS
m_m ww‘omw,m MHWMEMMM servant, the redemptioner, the convicted
oy ol , political prisoner, and, even, the Scottish
. aptive of war who was sold as a “slave” to New En land
rwiummo@ Yet none of these persons, no matter how Bmmmm bl
mﬂ.mm. mmméma for life in the colonies, though of course man memw

aMH MWQH HMHN ended.® Hereditary lifetime service was Hmmwmnnmm
e Mwww nEmmMMMMM.n MVMHM%WMWM%WW& English colonies in the

. m .
m«ovmm in the international cockpit WMMMNN mmmwmmb Mmmwmwmmub e

Here, Nelroes were incorporated casually into a thoroughly conven-
tional disdussion of age-old categories of servitude. His use of
Negroes to Nlustrate a traditional category of bound labor would
not have beer\possible much earlier. Baynes knew, as everyone did,:
that the “moré\slavish” variety of servitude had disappeared in
England. ‘

Actually, it is posible that someone else added the “Blackmores
to Baynes’s remarks ifter his death in 1617. In this period sexmons
were sometimes publidged with the speaker’s original notes as the:
only basis for the final ext, and the colossal tome’ which contain
this passage was not publihed until the early 1640's. It is possible,
therefore, that “as Blackmyyes with us” reflected more than an’
accidential spark struck off . English contact with the Hispanic:
world. For by 1640 it was becokging apparent that in many of the
new colonies overseas the English¥ettlers had obtained Negroes an
were holding them, frequently, as r, editary slaves for life.

In considering the development of slavery in various groups of
colonies, the above passage of (if not bY) Paul Baynes can serve as
summary of the most essential featuresNpf the Negro’s status as a . 1
slave. As the passage suggests, that status Yyas at first distinguished sl o610 slaves who had been shipped to the islands, particularl
from servitude more by duration than by orgrousness; the key ter ; o‘.‘x.:.u meet an insatiable demand for ngw,s.wm& AM% mw% e
.in this and in many other early descriptionsgf the Negro's cond: gnain, easy to dragoon, and simple to replace whe cieap to
tion was perpetual. Negroes served “for ever’gnd so would the ] mm.nw. Negroes outnumbered whites in Barbados a SHSS.HS& "
children. Englishmen did not do so. Despite hifconflation of the Ahis rapid and thorough commitment to slaver w mmM% oy
terms servant and slave, Baynes clearly differentidted the two st 3 a, Isunder an ever-present danger of slave Hmvmzmv% mmm Mq Hﬁm Ha,an-
tuses, and in this his thinking was typical. ServitudeNno matter ho in 1638 on Providence Island), and Swmammm MBAEM <MM.WHMMMN

570's the ad ﬂmﬂ&\ been fearful of white servant revolt, vw
Yy were casting about desperately for means to attract
te servants as protection against foreign and servile at k
gro &mﬁ@ matured hothouse fashion in the islands atack.
his compression of development was most clearly mammbﬁ in the

5. ENSLAVEMENT: THE WEST INDIES

.. m amﬂEQ after the first settlements were established in the 1620’

1€ major islands—Barbados, St. Kitts and the other HmmSB.M OHm,
ilands—were overcrowded. Thousands of whites who had ,Ummw.
,mNm@ off the land by burgeoning sugar plantations migrated to

38. Paul Bayne[s], 4n Entire Commentary upon the Whole\Epistle of the
Apostle Paul to the Ephesians . . . (London, 16[41-148) , 69495 (italics min€
Too late for incorporation in the text, I came across 2 discussion published ifi
1627 which described five varieties of “servants.”” The author, a2 minister, use
that term except for one category, the “servi belli, as these that are taken slav
in the wars.” In this context he explained that “this curse to be a servant was
laid, first upon a disobedient sonne Cham, and wee see to this day, that the Moor
Chams posteritie, are sold like slaves yet.” This passage suggests how clearly d
fined a condition slavery was for Englishmen and that they associated it wi B
Negroes, but of course it fails to disclose who is selling Negroes as slaves “yetiz il tia gy .

John Weemse [i.e, Weemes], The Portraiture of the Image of God in Man : Fs MHMEMMW.%NWMNMMN: Bondage, 171, said flatly that “there was never any such
(London, 1627) , 279- . knowledge, he was noﬂwmw for any white man in any English colony.” .HN.o my
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manner: in 1643 Governor Philip Bell .set at liberty fifty
1guese who had been captured in Brazil and then offered for
0: Barbadians by a Dutch ship. The Governor seems to have
hocked by the proposed sale of Christian white men.** In the
h0's:several observers referred to the lifetime slavery of Negroes as
“were a matter of common knowledge. “Its the Custome for a
Istian servant to serve foure yeares,” one wrote at the beginning
wn decade, “and then enjoy his freedome; and (which hee hath
-earned) 10£ Ster. or the value of it in goods if his Master bee
onest as to pay it; the Negros and Indians (of which latter
-are but few here) they and the generation are Slaves to their
lers to perpetuity.” The widely read Richard Ligon wrote in
*The Iland is divided into three sorts of men, viz. Masters,
jants, mnm.&mﬁm. The slaves and their posterity, being subject to
Masters for ever, are kept and preserv'd with greater care then
rvants, who are theirs but for five yeers, according to the law of
land.” #* Finally, one Henry Whistler described the people of
island delightfully in 1655:

concern for several years. During the brief period before the Spanish
snuffed out the colony in 1641 the settlers bought so many Negroes
that white men were nearly outnumbered, and in England the
Providence Company, apprehensive over possible Negro uprisings
(with good reason as it turned out), drew up regulations for re:
stricting the ratio of slaves to white men, “well knowing that if all
men be left at Libty to buy as they please no man will take of
English servants.” % Not only were Negroes cheaper to maintain but
it was felt that they could legitimately be treated in a different way
from Englishmen—they could be held to service for life. At least
this was the impression prevailing among officials of the Providence
Company in London, for in 1638 they wrote Governor Nathanié
Butler and the Council, “We also think it reasonable that wheras
the English servants are to answer XX [pounds of tobacco] per head
the Negros being procured at Cheaper rates more easily kept L
perpetuall servants should answer 4o [pounds of tobacco] per head
And the rather that the desire of English bodyes may be kept, we ar
depending upon them for the defence of the Island. We shall als
expect that Negroes performe service in the publique works in dou
ble proporcon to the English.”

In Barbados this helpful idea that Negroes served for life seems £0g
have existed even before they were purchased in large numbers. Ing

1627 the ship bearing the first eighty settlers captured a prize from!

which ten Negroes were seized, so white men and Negroes settl

the island together.”* Any doubt which may have existed as to th
appropriate status of Negroes was dispelled in 1636 when Govern
Henry Hawley and the Council resolved “that Negyoes and Indian,
that came here to be sold, should serve for Life, tinless a Contrag
was before made to the contrary.” 4 Europeans were not treated:

ie:genterey heare doth live far better than ours doue in England: thay
most of them 100 or 2 or g of slaves apes whou they command as they
ear they may say what they have is thayer oune: and they have that
.ﬁ.om contienc which wee soe long have in England foght for: But
sgithey doue abus it. This Island is inhabited with all sortes: with English,
rerich,"Duch, Scotes, Irish, Spaniards thay being Jues: with Ingones and
zmiserabell Negors borne to perpetuall slavery thay and thayer seed: these
they doue alow as many wifes as thay will have, sume will have 3 or
ding as they find thayer bodie abell: our English heare doth think a
hild the first day it is born to be worth o', they cost them noething
nging up, they goe all ways naked: some planters will have go more

40. Earl of Holland, John Pym, Robert Warwick, and others to Governor ¢
Council, London, July 3, 1638, Box g, bundle: 2d and last portion of List no
re Royal African Co. and Slavery Matters, 17, Parish Transcripts, New-Yorl
Historical Society, New York City. For Providence, see Arthur P. Newton, .&r
Colonising Activities of the English Puritans: The Ladst Phase of the E".Nnc&ﬁ:% :
Struggle with Spain (New Haven, 1914) ; for further details on early slavery:in
the English West Indies and New England, Winthrop D. Jordan, “The Influe
of the West Indies on the Origins of New England Slavery,” William and Mapy
Quarterly, gd Ser., 18 (1961) , 243-50. ; wf

41. Earl of Holland and others to Governor and Council, July 3, 1638, Boxjg
bundle: 2d and last portion of List no. 3, e Royal African Co. and Slavery
Matters, 17, Parish Transcripts, N.-Y. Hist. Soc.

42. Vincent T. Harlow, 4 History of Barbados, 1625-1685 (Oxford, 1926), 4.

43. [William Duke], Memoirs of the First Settlement of the Island of wnwg.mmw ;
and Other the Carribbee Islands, with the Succession of the .Governors.ign
Commanders in Chief of Barbados to the Year 1742 . . . (London, 1743) , 20

an Burns, History of the British T¥est Indies (London, 1954) , 2327.

Breife Discription of the Ilande of Barbados,” Vincent T. Harlow, ed.,
sitig Expedilions to the West Indies and Guiana, 1623-1667 (Works Issued
akluyt Soc., 2d Ser., 56 [1925]), 44~45; Richard Ligon, 4 True and Exact
of the Island of Barbadoes . . . (London, 1657), 43. .
«m\.om 07 Extracts from Henry grmmﬂmn.m Journal of the West India Expedition,”

5 Ghatle ..H.m.. H.n.anr. ed., The anﬂ.nmém of General Venables, with an Appendix of
siRapers; Relating to the Expedition to the West Indies and the Conquest of

; 5 2654-1655 (London, 1900) , 146.
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rought by Captain William Peirce of the Salem ship Desire in
om the Providence Island colony where Negroes were already
ng kept as perpetual servants.*® A minor traffic in Negroes: and
er products developed between the two Puritan colonies, though
ently some of the Negroes proved less than satisfactory, for
vernor Butler was cautioned by the Providence Company to take
clal care of “the cannibal negroes brought from New
and.” ** After 1640 a brisk trade got under way between New
land and the other English islands, and Massachusetts vessels
etimes touched upon the West African coast before heading for
aribbean. Trade with Barbados was particularly lively, and
sachusetts vessels carried Negroes to that bustling colony from
a and the Cape Verde Islands. As John Winthrop gratefully
cribed the salvation of New England's economy, “it pleased the
/Itord-to open to us a trade with Barbados and other Islands in the
West Indies.” ® These strange Negroes from the West Indies must
ly have been-accompanied by prevailing notions about their
al status. Ship masters who purchased perpetual service in Bar-
os would not have been likely to sell service for term in Boston.
n too, white settlers from the crowded islands migrated to New
ngland, 1,200 from Barbados alone in the years 1643~47.5
o amount of contact with the West Indies could have by itself
ted Negro slavery in New England; settlers there had to be
Ing to accept the proposition. Because they were Englishmen,
-were so prepared—and at the same time they were not.
aracteristically, as Puritans, they officially codified this ambiva-
ence in 1641 as follows: “there shall never be any bond-slavery,
nage or captivitie amongst us; unlesse it be lawfull captives
n-in just warrs, and such strangers as willingly sell themselves,
e solde to us: and such shall have the libertyes and christian
es which the law of God established in Israell concerning such
ns doth morally require, provided, this exempts none from
rvitude who shall be judged thereto by Authoritie.” 5 Here were
rishes of the General Court as expressed in the Massachusetts

. eation
was accomplished without leaving any mmagwngn trace of ﬁmm.;.w”mmw
or misgivings. This was not the case in many of the contin

i i i itions
colonics, both because different geographic and economic Mvamwwgm
prevailed there and because these’ conditions permitted 2

complete and successful transplantation of ms.mmmr ways and M&Smw .

This difference was particularly wnoschnmme Zﬂw MMWHMM&HMM@ ;
i ironic that the treatm

it was therefore particularly ironic t . . ‘

HzmmSmm in New England seems to have been directly influenced by

the West Indian model.

6. ENSLAVEMENT: NEW ENGLAND

Negro slavery never really flourished 55
ame so important or so rigorous as 1
MMN%MmeMo the mos&%wﬂ@m. There were relatively few meaomwmmoﬂm.
2 few hundred in 1680 and not more than g per MWEZM Omm_
population in the eighteenth century; no omm thought n. mﬁﬁ ,H.mw.mwm
were about to rise and overwhelm the gwgnm 88&82&.9 e
ment of slaves in New England was milder even %ms. Mﬁ e
allowed: Negroes were not employed in gangs except Onnmmwwuw : Wamm
the Narragansett region of Rhode H&mum. w.b.m the mmnwmu § Mwmom "
of family, congregation, and community mitigated E.m con ton o
servitude generally. Negroes were not treated very Qmmwww <Q<&
white servants—except that somehow they and their children s
mo%MM .@ﬁmmmon with New England slavery is not why it SMM. Mmmwﬂs
rooted, but why it existed at all. No staple crop demande T MM ;
ments of raw labor. That there was no compelling mnobou,ﬁnn& ;
mand for Negroes is evident in the aﬁd,ump.)m mngmﬁ HBMwM.um
economic exigencies scarcely required establishment o mw awmc. y
status for only g per cent of the labor force. .Hmamugwm mMMM <
was adequate to New England’s needs, and in fact mmz.pwa mmn“
became free servants rather than slaves. ‘Why, then, did Qﬁ e
landers enslave Negroes, probably as early as Hmwmw.ég was 1 N
the Puritans rather mindlessly (which was not their way) accep
slavery for Negroes and Indians ,UE. not for white men? N
The early appearance of slavery in New msmwmnm.aﬁ 5% Hw
explained by the provenance of the first Negroes imported. .

ohn Winthrop, Winthrop’s Journal: “History of "New England,”
649, ed. James K. Hosmer, 2 vols. (N. Y., 1g08) , I, 260.
Newton, Colonising Activities of the English Puritans, 260-61.
Winthrop, Journal, ed. Hosmer, II, 7374, 328; Donnan, ed

.» Documents of
ve Trade, 111, 45, 6, g, 10, 11~14.

,w
iciini Harlow, Barbados, 340.
i ] d, r6z20-1776 (N QD f ) 34 . .

4 L port by the M achsers nﬂ%ﬂwﬁ"w«owws%mmm The Hﬂowmw %mm, ) : ‘W%_ Max Farrand, ed., The Laws and N..&mmxa of Massachusetts (Cambridge,
Ry Kmmmwnrcmnmm Mooa any's Qmmm in Negroes (1672-1734/3! it .Gwovmm 4. See the very good discussion in George H. Moore, Notes on the
O sy Hnﬁcwwu% M Mon Py : 1y of Slavery in Massachusetts (N. Y., 1866).

Parish Transcripts, N.-¥. Hist. Soc. ¢
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: ,zmrmwgm.b on the North American continent for the establishment
Of.:an \»,.mznmz slave trade. Emanuel Downing, in a letter to his
RMHme.Hb-HmS John .Smdﬁvwo@ in 1645, described the advantages:
c.upon a Just warre [with the Narragansett Indians] the Lord
hould deliver them into our hands, wee might easily have men
emen and children enough to exchange for Moores, which wilbe
re gaynefull pilladge for us then wee conceive, for I doe not see
wee can thrive untill wee get into a stock of slaves sufficient to
m,...mz ocm.dcmm»:mmm. for our children’s children will hardly see this
: manmn Continent filled with people, soe that our servants will still
desire freedome to plant for themselves, and not stay but for verie
great wages. And I suppose you know verie well how wee shall
mayneteyne 20 Moores cheaper than one Englishe servant,” s
‘hese two facets of justifiable enslavement—punishment for
me and captivity in war—were closely related. Slavery as punish-
nt w.wo_umgv. derived from analogy with captivity, since presuma-
a En.m. or magistrates could mercifully spare and enslave a man
ose crime had forfeited his right to life. The analogy had not
en worked out by commentators in England, but a fairly clear
”w.mma Wmnimms crime and captivity seems to have existed in the
., m&m. o% New Englanders concerning Indian slavery. In 1644 the
w%<,%EHMmHowmwm of the United Colonies meeting at New Haven de-
mwm m.ﬁw. in rm.wn of the Indians’ “proud affronts,” “hostile practices,”
iald: protectinge or rescuinge of offenders,” that magistrates might
n. moBm nonwmummsn strength of English and, . . . seise and
: %Mw mmﬂswmm WMMMHMM vawmwz«x :Ewbmmnwos of Indians” érmnr per-
SIS S prac , 1I no satisfaction was forthcoming, could
Indians seased . . . either to serve or be shipped out
exchanged for Negroes.” % Captivity and criminal justice
led to mean the same thing, slavery.
would be wrong to suppose that all the Puritans’ preconceived
-about freedom and bondage worked in the same direction
le the concepts of difference in religion and of captivity Soww&.
15t Indians and Negroes, certain Scriptural injunctions and
:mr.m.w pride in liberty told in the opposite direction. In Massachu-
m_mnWm magistrates demonstrated that they were not about to
w.;mmHanm glaring breaches of “the Law of God established in Israel”
‘when the victims were Negroes. In 1646 the authorities ar-

o
: Donnan, ed., Documents of the Slave Tr
) 1, ed., ! ade, 111, 8
Nathaniel B. Shurtleff and David Pulsif “eds,, B
; er, eds., Records of the Calon
NQBHM:S in New m:wwnam.\ 12 vols. (Boston, 1855-61), IX, 70-71. See V.&MM
er Hazard, comp., Historical Collections; Consisting of State Papers, and
3 s
-+« 2 vols. (Phila,, 17g2-94), II, 63~64.

Body of Liberties, which is to say that as early as 1641 the Puritan ;
settlers were seeking to guarantee in writing their own liberty
without closing off the opportunity of taking it from others whom
they identified with the Biblical term, “strangers.”” It was under the
aegis of this concept that Theophilus Eaton, one of the founders of
New Haven, seems-to have owned Negroes before 1658 who were
“servants forever or during his pleasure, according to Leviticus, 25:
45 and 46.” % (“Of the children of the strangers that do sojourn
among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their families . . . : and
they shall be your possession. And ye shall take them as an inherit
ance for your children . . . ; they shall be your bondmen for ever
but over your brethren the children of Israel, ye shall not rule on
over another with rigor.”) Apart from this implication that bond
slavery was reserved to those not partaking of true religion no
possessing proper nationality, the Body of Liberties expressly re-
served the colony’s right to enslave convicted criminals. For reason
not clear, this endorsement of an existing practice was followe
almost immediately by discontinuance of its application to whit
men. The first instance of penal “slavery” in Massachusetts came i
1646, when an Indian was sentenced to “bee kept as a slave for lif
to worke, unles wee see further cause.” Then in December 1638, te
months after the first Negroes arrived, the Quarter Court for th
first time sentenced three white offenders to be “slaves’—a sugges
tive but perhaps meaningless coincidence. Having by June 164
sentenced altogether some half dozen white men to “slavery” (an
explicitly releasing several after less than a year) the Courts
stopped.’* Slavery, as had been announced in the Body of Libertie
was to be only for “strangers.”

The Body of Liberties made equally clear that captivity in a jus
war constituted legitimate grounds for slavery. The practice h
begun during the first major conflict with the Indians, the Peq
War of 1637. Some of the Pequot captives had been shipped abo
the Desire, to Providence Island; accordingly, the first Negroes
New England arrived in exchange for men taken captive in 2 j
warl That this provenance played an important role in shapin
views about Negroes is suggested by the first recorded plea by

53. Simeon E. Baldwin, “Theophilus Eaton, First Governor of the Colonyjofi
New Haven,” New Haven Colony Historical Society, Papers, 7 (1908), 81. iy
54. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, ed., Records of the Governor and Company of th
Massachusetts Bay in New England, 5 vols. in 6 (Boston, 1853-54) , I, 181, 2
John Noble and John F. Cronin, eds., Records of the Court of Assistants o
Colony of the Massachusetts Bay, 16301692, 3 vols. (Boston, 1go1-28), II, 7

86, 9o, 94, 97, 118.
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he law remained a dead letter. The need for labor, the example
! ._mw.m.,.swmwn Indies, the condition of Negroes as “strangers,” and
: e tﬁ.s&. nozsm&ow with captive Indians combined to override
3 esitation. about introducin i
skngland. -Laws regulating Emnnow%umwn %m %meowwwwmmwmmwwmwﬂmw
,_ o1 ;wEummw until the 1690's.%® From the first, however, there were
L 8&,& signs that Negroes were regarded as different from English
0 H,,.n.gm merely in their status as slaves. In 1639 Samuel Maverick
m@&mm Island attempted, apparently rather clumsily, to breed
.,m,,d.a Negroes, or so an English visitor reported: “Mr. Maverick
lesirous to have a breed of Negroes, and therefore seeing [that
mewo woman"] would not yield by persuasions to company
m,..mew.o young man he had in his house; he commanded him
: mw.w. nill'd she to go to bed to her which was no sooner done
he kickt him out again, this she took in high disdain beyond
avery.” In 1652 the Massachusetts General Court ordered that
men, Indians, and Negroes should train with the English in
..Emwm, U.E” four years later abruptly excluded Negroes, as did
\oonnecticut in 1660.% Evidently Negroes, even free meeomm were
€ .nmm as distinet from the English. They were, in New mm%mum
.s&mmn economic necessities were not sufficiently pressing to deter-
the decision, treated differently from other men.

rested two mariners, James Smith and Thomas Keyser, who had
carried two Negroes directly from Africa and sold them in Massa:
chusetts. What distressed the General Court was that the Negroe

had been obtained during a raid on an African village and that thi
“haynos and crying sinn of man stealing” had transpired on th
Lord’s Day. The General Court decided to free the unfortunat
victims and ship them back to Africa, though the death penalty fo
the crime (clearly mandatory in Scripture) was not imposed.s” Mor
quietly than in this dramatic incident, Puritan authorities extende
the same protections against maltreatment to Negroes and Indian
as to white servants.

Only once before the eighteenth century was New England slav
ery challenged directly, and in that instance the tone was as muc
bafflement as indignation. This famous Rhode Island protes
perhaps derived from a diffuse Christian equalitarianism whic
operated to extend the English presumption of liberty to non-:
Englishmen. The Rhode Island law of 1652 actually forbade en
slavement.

Whereas, there is a common course practised amongst English men t
buy negers, to that end they may have them for service or slaves foreve
for the preventigge of such practices among us, let it be ordered, that no;
blacke mankind or white being forced by covenent bond, or otherwise,
sefve any man or his assighnes longer than ten yeares, or untill they come!
to bee twentie four yeares of age, if they bee taken in under fourteen, fromi
the time of thier cominge within the liberties of this Collonie. And at they o
end or terme of ten yeares to sett them free, as the manner is with theis
English servants. And that man that will not let them goe free, or shall se
them away elsewhere, to that end that they may bee enslaved to others for

long time, hee or they shall forfeit to the Collonie forty pounds.

Perhaps it was Rhode Island’s tolerance of religious diversity andi
relatively high standard of justice for the Indian which led to mzm
attempt to prevent Englishmen from taking advantage of a different

people.®®
g7. Donnan, ed., Documents of the Slave Trade, 111, 6-g. Exodus 21:16: “A
he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, be s
surely be put to death.” Compare with Deuteronomy 24:7: “If 2 man be fo
stealing any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh merchandis
him, or selleth him; then that thief shall die; and thou shalt put evil away fre

among yow.”
58. John R. Bartlett, ed., Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and Proj

dence Plantations, in New England, 10 vols, (Providence, 1856-65) , I, 243. The

act passed during the Coddington secession; only two of the four towns, Proviis

dence and Warwick, were represented. Roger Williams was in England, andit

seems likely Samuel Gorton pressed passage. The absence of the two southel

towns (where trading in Negroes must have centered) suggests a strangel

~hetic division of opinion. See Charles M. Andrews, The Colonial Perio
nerican History, 4 vols. (New Haven, 1934-38) , 11, 2g-g0.

7. ENSLAVEMENT: VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND

= In Virginia and Maryland the development of Negro

followed a very different course, for several reasons. Most
usly, Mmo.mg.mwwmn conditions and the intentions of the settlers
ly noB.vEmm to produce a successful agricultural staple. The
o n,smmw. rivers, the long mﬂosaus.m season, the fertile soil, and the
iopelce ol strong communal spirit among the settlers opened the
‘en years mmmmw settlers first landed at Jamestown they were on
2y to proving, in the face of assertions to the contrary, that it
possible “to found an empire upon smoke.” More awwn the

he Acts and Resolves, Public ;
A and Private, of the Provi
et Bm“wmh ..H,wnv, « «» 21 vols. (Boston, 186g-1g22), I, 130, 154, ﬁmmwmmumw ww@m
S5 o MM\..NWMMM WMW %MNMHMM .._,mmH.HMm&w. eds., The Public Records o.\ Sm
s . artiord, 1850-90), IV, 40. For treatment of
mem%mm %Munwmwnm\ MN Hmawwﬁ. :&,w. Fondness for Freedom’: Servant wmm%n
. - ana Mary Qtly., gd Ser., 19 (1962), 201~

Am.r.o: Nﬂwbww.wwm@w. .Aa Mnno:zu.om Two Voyages to M«%@-W:@S:Mo. 2d ed
(Lionidon, ,» reprinted in Massachusetts Historical Societ 00.2. i i

: , ectio
: %m»mmwv , Mwnw. M%%Mwmm.N ed., Records of Massachusetts m@w I11, 268 m%% H.Mw
, . e50 Y X £ ] 1) 3 ’
g oy ves Mass., I, 130; Trumbull and Hoadly, eds., ™ 2
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rough outline, slavery’s development in the tobacco colonies
ns.to have undergone three stages. Negroes first arrived in 1619,
a few days late for the meeting of the first representative
ibly in America. John Rolfe described the event with the
st-unconcern: “About the last of August came in a dutch man
arre that sold us twenty Negars.” © Negroes continued to' trickle
lowly for the next half century; one report in 1649 estimated that
were three hundred among Virginia's population of fifteen
ﬁ usand—about 2 per cent.®® Long before there were more appreci-
e s %@H numbers, the development of slavery had, so far as we can tell,
o ctaishifted gears. Prior to about 1640, there is very little evidence to
‘"how Negroes were treated—though we will need to return to
first twenty years in a moment. After 1640 there is mounting
nce that some Negroes were in fact being treated as slaves, at
that they were being held in hereditary lifetime service. This is
that the twin essences of slavery—the two kinds of perpetu-

ired labor
miscellaneous productions of New Mnmwmnn.r tobacco H.m.eMMmMSQmE ._
which was cheap but not temporary, mobile g:r not in BWS EB“.
i killed. In the Chesapeake area :
and tireless rather than s b
d, the shortage of labor
anywhere to the northward, . . -
@mwﬁo of land—the :mnomnmw:l?mnm@. a premium on involuntary:
labor. ) en
This need for labor played more directly upon ”Wmm@,wmmm.mwmm Mmm :
than it did either in the We
about freedom and bondage e ey th
i it would be more accura
in New England. Perhaps 1 o !
settlers in m\mﬁmmsmm (and in Maryland mmﬁmm.wmmﬁwmﬁmmwpﬂ Hmmwwy.
i isi ing Negroes while relativ ;
made their decisions concerning e
relatively free from external influences and HmHoB M.:EM\ HWMH o
i ents ;
i i t early English settlements,
tions. Of all the importan | rfipiglc
1 Spanish, Portuguese, , .
the least contact with the e i i
i i e time, the settlers of Virgl t
English colonies. At the same : N
Hqummm either the legal or Scriptural Hmmwsﬁrm Mm the MM e Smw ; _ e ot o Hameryihc ta Jinds of parpecs
A - just war had open : . . -
et o T ommH e in the tobacco colonies did notss f legal formulation. After 1660 slavery was written into stat
: ve Doty : . .
S Hnnrmum.. o in ked contrast to the Purit nive tetlaw. Negroes began to flood into the two colonies at the end of
begin as an adjunct of captivity; 1n marked Ot T C el o _
Hmmm onse to the Pequot War the settlers of Virginia 9. .:Omm o
. : .
Hmmmn to the Indian massacre of 1622 with Eomom:%umm M b
captives and selling them as “slaves.” It was per Mwn i
me.wcﬂm of the conceptual atmosphere EM .<§m55 M Mw here e  patemenaatdy Ity e som il Bl
Ga the 1622 disaster an 2 . . .
only one such proposition after e o ith any certainty whether Negroes were treated like white
was defecdve i precsion. & to how €3¢ ,% servants: or not. At least we can be confident, therefore, that the
| 2 . .
o the abence,then,of these infuences which obuained in ol B 7 UG I 0T SO e B Hegron by they
In the absence, then, o S e o Mol . E /
i i it developed in Virginia A o . e :
English colonies, slavery as FMQMS o%mbnm over and above the'f \.wmmmmpn.mwx wmnwwwwnh >M&. M,Mpmﬁ of %pm womzim%ﬁmmbnmw _—
assumes a special interest mm_w HBW a vitally important institution @ooﬁ. " Hmw.m‘w % m m.mEmE names mun mﬁmmﬁbm y HmH
e e e i vontl bacco colonies 1ty aptized, which would mean they were at least nominally
o o sloh, ot n, though of the Papist sort. They had been “sold” to the
e o v layery dadio, 2ok BY. W B ;50 had other En lishmen but not by the Dutch. Certainl
possible to watch Negro s Y B moertecty . = . :
g, and ieis therefore possb 0, 0CK ich.sup: egroes were not fully free, but many Englishmen were not. It
Mﬁmﬂwa_mﬁ ot 8 shadowy e Hmcos&mw sﬂnﬂ mw aid, though, that from the first in Virginia Negroes were set
m< nﬁ mHA o . . i ; . . . .
O o mars, mor e from 1 Ewam SMW MM%E& 0 from white men E.&m .Soa Negroes. The earliest Virginia
e R S doo. m, QHM nor generate -eports plainly mnmzbmﬁmwmm. Negroes from white men, often
ol o o . WW.B MMHMMMM%W?EQ by the exigel; Negroes no personal name; in 1629 every commander of the
i i such, n
ish reaction to Negroes as " .
MMWHOm the New World. Not any one of these made the Ne a‘
slave, but all. |

enteenth century. In 1705 Virginia produced a codification of
pplying to slaves. ’

cerning the first of these stages, there is only one major his-
| certainty, and unfortunately it is the sort which historians

ber, ed., Travels of John Smith, II, 541.
rfect Description of Virginia . . . (London,

i 1649) , reprinted in Peter
d; Tracts . . ., 4 vols. (N. Y, 1947) , 11, no. 8.

61. Kingsbury, ed., Recs. Virginia Company, IIL, 672713, 70471 _
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[74] e ons being Christians (Slaves excepted) " over eighteen who were

“damported without indentures would serve for four years.$® These
make very little sense unless the term slaves meant Negroes

erhaps Indians.

he next year, 1640,

ed to “take a generall muster oN.H.. Mﬁ %m
i e a

i :ants men woemen and Children as well M3MHM$ L

Ewmv:mw o A distinct name is not attached to a group U

- : that this perception
istinct. It seems logical to suppose t € o S
regarded as chﬂﬂmwu distinct from the Englishman must hav slavement appears in Virginia. The General Court pronounced
of the Negro as g SEnte etaken after absconding

ice i in the
debase his status rather than to raise i, for in sentence on three servants who had been r
operated to d a Scot, were ordered to

several plantations was order

Negroes. the first definite indication of outright

hor in th AYISERE

ntervailing social factors, the need for la b e wer aryland. Two of them, a Dutchman an
absence of cou . the direction of non-freedom. Ther ; their masters for one additional year and then the colony for
colonies amcmzw SHW MHMoMm present, surely, in such wumﬁmbnmmmuwmwm more, but “the third being a negro named John Punch shall

iling fa v . es . . . . . oy . .
mmas nocwwwawmwmwomw of Negroes were ,S.ocmwﬁ SNAWMWHMMB on EM mm&wgmmnma or his assigns for the time of his natural life
1629 W ich had snatc : t else where.” No white servant in any English colony, so far as
captured from 2 woﬁammmmmmmmmwsamwhw context of English though known, ever received a like sentence, Wmnmm the mmBm%Eod& a
Angola a few weeks earlier. X v it seemns probable that thi .m_@ g blv th ising fell .

g sence sketched in this chapter, it se P 4 the whit Negro (possibly the same enterprising fellow) was again singled out

and experien as Tot ever the same as that accorde group of recaptured runaways; six of the seven culprits were
Negro's status w ed additional time while the Negro was given none,

not know for sure. : . .
servant. But we mon entary evidence ap ause he was already serving for life.®
‘When the first fragm »RHpmmohsgsmcn&ibmﬁnm

hat some Negroes in both Snmwsww .ms.@ gmaﬁmwmvﬂmmﬂ . . . inia county court records began
comes 2t d some Negro children inheriting the sam tosmention Negroes, sales for life, often including any future prog-
serving for life an ere recorded in unmistakable language. In 1646 Francis Pott

. .wﬁwamnombmmﬂn.
. ~nm2m5§mon2m9m2m . ., ;
tion.® Not all meemﬁ%m.»é%oﬁ. Longoe from all service Swﬁmom“% . L Negro moman peakal e inguage In 1640 i P
leased a Negro nam ds show that othehiggfamani.:: mowmﬁﬂ..mmgmmwgmmx%mmumum"angmmmg .s?.mﬁmmnob

. ) urt recor

. the mid-1640’s the co . ty-0 . .

in 1635, mdmmmwwwmammﬁmgw free and were accumulating mwowwwmw J to John WOQ ‘one Negro girle named Jowan; aged about Ten
ﬂmmnowwqumwn least one Negro freeman, Anthony J MWMMMNW Jeng m”mmﬁ M“,:.W me Issue mmwm Mwo%znm m&cmbmm her (or either of
their . d only terms : ) tor their Life tyme. And their Successors forever”; and 2

. Some Negroes serve u ( C ;

owned 2 Negro MME for MmBm far longer than custom and statuté and man in 1649 deeded two Negro men and a woman “and,
but others were w,mm,émvonWSmHmmbmmmB&m.: .HWmmxmnEonOmm,&on

irly clear indicati
. i ite servants.” The first fair L .
permitted with Sw:m. mm d in the tobacco colonies appears in Hmwmmwmwﬁ .estate in 1647 disposed of eight Negroes—four men, two
that slavery was practic declared that “all the Inhabitants of i yomen, and two children—to Captain John Chisman “to have
when a gmu.ﬁmsm mﬁ.mqmﬁm (Slaves excepted) Shall have and en ccupy posesse and injoy and every one of the afforemen-
Province d.mwnm %WMHMMMSM mmunities ?Em&%& and free nmmﬁwwm d :Negroes forever.” ™ The will of Rowland Burnham of
all mm% %mﬁwowsg as any naturall born mcgmnﬁ.%@mﬁw@mwy : anocke,” made in 1657, dispensed his considerable number
R land law passed the same year provide , groes and white servants in language which clearly differen-
Another Marylan between the two by specifying that the whites were to serve

ir “full terme of tyme” and the Negroes “for ever.” * Noth-

chives Md., 1, 41, 8o, also 400, 453-54.
9974 Decisions of the General Court,” Virginia Magazine of History and
Jiography, 5 (1898), 236-37.

3 H&W.. Swmw Amo.gw omMmm. mZonvw»anob County Deeds, Wills, etc, no.
. ‘D Wi D. Jordan, 8 b 7 20 (misnumbered =2g), 124, Vir
i o American Savery” ] el of St History: =8 & She Sevengeei : Md., XLI, 261-62; York County Recos
QOrigins of American s o Virainia Eastern Shore in cent i
H Studies of the g
67. Susie M. Ames,

Free Negro in Virgiy 645~49) , 256-57, Va. State Lib.

. H. Russell, The Free 2l ncaster County Loose Papers, Box of Wills, 1650-171g, Folder 165616 ,
Geniury Awmnrwmon«wwum%ww m%m'wmwwbm his “Colored Freemen As Slave O Lib. somTie 5 . mw
1619~1865 (Baltimore, '

Virginia,” Journal of Negro History, 1 (1016, 234-37-

N i

presuma-

ed.. Minutes of the Council and General Co

i d
i d, 1924) , 196. Lists an
16701676 Aﬁwnﬁamm_wm OWN.MW:& Lists of Pers

G4. Henry R. Mcllwaine,
Colonial Virginia, Hmunimmu» o
texs of 1624 and 1625 mwa in umoﬁwmm X v

4 ' : » y » . > * Q:
&:&:wm.g.. : WA .w,mw“mm mw..ozow:mn History of Virginia in the Sevente
1 . 3 .

mm s ves. (. Y., 18g6), 1L 73 oo Tendions andl

4
inia State Library, Richmond;

ords, no. 2 (transcribed Wills and
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600 pounds.™ Besides setting a higher value on N egroes,
ventories failed to indicate the number of years they had
serve, presumably because their service was for an unlimited

period lies in the prices paid for them. .Hb many instances B m
valuations placed on Negroes (in estate inventories and bills 0

Ik

€re Negro women were involved, higher valuations probably
. . ose servait i d the facts that their issue were valuable and that the could
sale) were far higher than for white servants, even th haljfebeiised for field work while white women enerally were ovm This
; t to serve. Higher prices must have meant th e g Y ot
R aro v&m highly valued because of their greater length:olistalatteridiscrimination between Negro and white women did not nec-
me.ﬂomm HM,BHm BomBmSmSMM\ have been especially prized, moreover nvolve perpetual service, but it meant that Negroes were
MZSM ﬁ Mmowwomma could also be held perpetually. In 1643, mm n a way clearly not to their advantage. This was not the
ecau : ith t i i i i i
T I . i with the nstance in which Negroes were subijected to de rading dis-
example, William Burdett's inventory listed eight servants, HER _ g ] € g

4 : h unctions not immediately and necessaril attached to the conc
time each had still to serve, at valuations ranging from 400 to 1,100 AT 7 va © concept
_ ém@m ery. Negroes were singled out for special treatment in several

. . “yery anntient” Negro was valued:l ‘ /
pounds of no,o.mmano“ nuwwwa WmMHMWE at 2,000 pounds, with no Hm¢ hich suggest a generalized debasement of N egroes as a group.
8,000 and an eight-y ntly, the first indications of this debasement appeared at

. : V i tory;off
Voo . ither. In the late 1650’s an inven 5 A > U A
remaining Hb&nmﬁm@hww M<m~¢wﬂmm a white servant with six years i€ same time as the first indications of actual enslavement.
Thomas Ludlow’s es istinction concerning field work is a case in point. It first

0
Negro man and only one half o . : ‘o § .
ST e mww HmH mﬂwﬂw@mﬂﬂm HmdmoH owned by James Stone in 1 on the written record in 1643, when Virginia almost point-
Negro woman.” Similarly, . lorsed it in a tax law. Previously, in 1629, tithable persons

was evaluated as follows: n defined as “all those that worke in the ground of what

i tobio or condition soever.” The new law provided that all adult

Thomas Groves, 4 yeares to serve 1300 ere tithable and, in addition, Negro women. The same dis-

Francis Bomley for 6 yeares 1500 as made twice again before 1660. Maryland adopted a

John Thackstone for g yeares 1300 olicy beginning in 1654.” This official discrimination be.

Susan Davis for g yeares 1000 Negro and other women was made by men who were accus-

Emaniell a Negro man 2HOR > thinking of field work as being ordinarily the work of men

Roger Stone g yeares ; Hmoo.a han women. As John Hammond wrote in a 1656 tract

Mingo a Negro man 2000 m the tobacco colonies, servant women were not put to

. ardley's estate provides clea the fields but in domestic employments, “yet som wenches

.w;%%nmpmomﬁ.m M HMMMWOMMONW Wﬂmwwwn%wmwwmwc& and %anmm servicesion b nasty, and beastly and not fit to be so employed are put into

5 . 11 BT .22 78 3 : . s . . _
Negroes. Under the heading “Servants’ were listed .Hoim Zm_ . B.%mmw Mm , HHWa m.mmmzzm:v, HQOH. character H0m n.gm nwﬂmnﬁw.:bm
Bmmn towe Negro women (their wifes) one Negro girle mmm,. Fuonistood out'c early in a law passed in 1668 at the time s avery was
¢l

s, Item One Negro girle aged about teen yeares and one Negulg@sirakingishape in the statute books:
yeares, ;

12y > Bl
child aged about sixe moneths,” valued at 12,000 Huocn.mm, and cnmm,s i
the heading “Corne” were “Servants, towe men their tyme

fa:Miller Turman and Mark C. Lewis, eds., “Inventory of the Estate of
dley of Northampton County, Virginia, in 1655, Va. Mag. of Hist. )
0 (1962) , 410~1g.
ning, ed., Statutes Va., I, 144, 242, 292, 454; Archives Md., 1, 342, 1, 136,
X111, 538-39.
ammond, Leah and Rachel, or, the Two Fruitfull Sisters Virginia,
and: Their Present Condition, Impartially Stated and Related . . |
656) , 9.

2. Northampton County Orders, Ummam.mgmw_w n:ww M.o.m M Hmwm%oﬁlamwv
. ds, Orders, Wills, etc. (1657-62), 108-9; .
Mwﬁnm MMMN W%uw MME for 5,500 lbs. of tobacco, York County Records, no
w

. State Lib. ;
mzqw\.m&oﬂw County Records, no. 2, 3go, Va. State Lib.
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grand assembly that negro women, though permitted to enjoy their Fr
dome yet ought not in all respects to be admitted to a full fruition of

exemptions and impunities of the English, and are still lyable to payment
of taxes.””

ued his reputation and awarded him 1500 pounds “of To-
nd Ommw.:v  There may have been no racial feeling in-
Swmmmz 1640 Robert Sweet, a gentleman, was compelled “to
ance in nﬁ.ﬁwnw according to laws of England, for getting a
woman with child and the woman whipt.” ® About 1650 a

man and a Negro woman were required to stand clad in
heets before a congregation in lower Norfolk County for
had relations, but this punishment was sometimes used in
fornication between two whites.® A quarter century later in
however, the emergence of distaste for racial intermixture was

Virginia law set Negroes apart from all other groups in a seco
way by denying them the important right and obligation. to be
arms. Few restraints could indicate more clearly the denial

shadowing of the slave codes came in 1640, at just the time when
other indications first appeared that Negroes were subject to spectali
treatment.’ :
Finally, an even more compelling sense of the separatenes
Negroes was revealed in early reactions to sexual union between t
races. Prior to 1660 the evidence concerning these reactions is equi
ocal, and it is not possible to tell whether repugnance for interm
ture preceded legislative enactment of slavery. In 1630 an an
Virginia court sentenced “Hugh Davis to be soundly whipped?
before an assembly of Negroes and others for abusing himself to the .. 1c
dishonor of God Mﬂm shame of Christians, by mmmmmmm his bod when slavery was gaining statutory recognition, the assem-

N . o ; : acted with full-throated indi i i ; .

lying with a negro,” but it is possible that the “negro” may not havezis Reilase acts aimed at more than ﬁ&m_bmnwoa.p .mmmSmn miscegenation.
. . . . : , o .

been female. With other instances of punishment for interrac e merely avoiding confusion of status.

union in the ensuing years, fornication rather than miscegena o mmm«MW%MNM%%MwMMnEomM MMHMQ nwmmmmmh shall committ Forni-
may well have been the primary offense, though in 1651 2 Maryl ‘pay double the usual fine AWH.HWQ MM non mrmm soe offending”
man sued someone who he claimed had said “that he had a bla 1T sexual relations between whitss mwmwmma mHBc.%w prohib-
bastard in Virginia.” (The court recognized the legitimacy of hi Maryland banned interracial marriages: ,.Mmao@m.v WO years
complaint, but thought his claim for £20,000 sterling somewh: ges: “forasmuch as divers

escribed one of the ringleaders, Richard Lawrence, as a per-
ho had eclipsed his learning and abilities “in the darke im-
of a Blackamoore, his slave: And that in so fond a Maner,

the noe meane Scandle and affrunt of all the Vottrisses in or
owne,” 8

condemnation was not confined to polemics. In the early

77. Hening, ed., Statutes Va., I1, 267.
48. Ibid., I, 226; for the same act in more detail, “Acts of General Asse
Jan. 6, 1639~40," Wm. and Mary Qtly., 2d Ser, 4 (1924) , 147. In Bermil
always closely connected with Virginia, the first prohibition of weapo:
‘Negroes came in 1623, only seven years after the first Negro landed. The 162
was the first law anywhere in English specifically dealing with Negroes. 4
stressing the insolence of Negroes secretly carrying “cudgells and other weapg
and working tools, very dangerous and not meete to be suffered to be carxiedibye
such vassalls,” it prohibited (in addition to arms) Negroes going abroad at nightl
trespassing on other people’s lands, and trading in tobacco without permis .o..m..mm
their masters. Unfortunately the evidence concerning lifetime service for Negrl
is much less definite in the scanty Bermuda sources than in those for Mary.
and Virginia; the first known incident suggestive of the practice might reaso
be placed anywhere from 1631 to 1656. Later evidence shows Bermuda's sl
and proportion of Negroes similar to Virginia’s, and it seeras unlikely tha
two colonies’ early experience was radically different. Henry C. Wilkinson,
Adventurers of Bermuda; 4 History of the Island from Iis Discovery unt
Dissolution of the Somers Island Gompany in 1684 (London, 1933), 114
Lefroy, comp., Memorials of the Discovery and Early Settlement of the Bern
or Somers Islands, 15151685 . . . , 2 vols. (London, 1877-79) , I, 308-9, 50
on. 633, 645, 11, 34-35, 70. But Negroes were to be armed at times of alarm |
12, 366, 380 [1666-73]) : Bermuda was exposed to foreign attack. :

isgrace of our Nation doe intermarry with Negro Slaves by

alsoe divers suites may arise touching the Issue of such
en and a great damage doth befall the Masters of such Negros
evention whereof for deterring such freeborne women from
bwﬁ«?ﬁ Matches,” strong language indeed if “divers suites”
een .the only problem. A Maryland act of 1681 described
ages of white women with Negroes as, among other things
dys to the Satisfaccion of theire Lascivious and Lustfull Qmmw,mm“

Em disgrace not only of the English butt allso of many-other

ening, ed., Statutes Va., I, 146. (The term * "
n.use) drchives Md., X, 114-15. A T negEo woman
ening, ed,, Statutes Va., 1, g52; McIlwaine, ed i {
.W..MS. Economic History of Va., 11, :M. » oo Minutes Gouncil Va., 471.
e History of Bacon’s and Ingram’s Rebellion, 1646," i
, ) , ," in Charl .
vs,-ed., 2&3..&88 of the Insurrections, 1675~16g0 (N. AN. 1915) , g6. %mm %_ﬂ
John H..msémnr ?@mmv. s Documents Relating to the Colonial, Nwwe&:mo.:n
n.mwwqo?&eani History of the State of New Jersey . .. [New wmu,.é
m&.,, 1st Ser. (Newark, etc., 1880~194g) , XXIII, 162. _

was in very
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.nm_w.§: be soe distructive as noe free borne Christians will
e induced to come over servants.” ® An Irish youth com-

Christian Nations.” When Virginia finally prohibited all interra

liaisons in 1691, the Assembly vigorously denounced miscegenation:
and its fruits as “that abominable mixture and spurious issue.

From the surviving evidence, it appears that outright enslaveme
and these other forms of debasement appeared at about the sam s ears of service was “‘cont
time in Maryland and Virginia. Indications of perpetual servicg D Clristian Subiect sh rary to the lawes of God and man
the very nub of slavery, coincided with indications that : = ject should be made a Slave.” (The jury
settlers discriminated against Negro women, withheld arms fro
Negroes, and—though the timing is far less certain—reacted unl ‘ . ) -
yorably to interracial sexual union. The coincidence suggests:ax MMMMMMGHMMMwmwwmw%m:mwmmwb%% less able to defend them-
mutual relationship between slavery and unfavorable assessment; o (e nen were more clearl Wb of encroachment. Increasingly,
Negroes. Rather than slavery causing “prejudice,” or vice versa, they Son y free because Negroes had become so

til age twenty-one, but that he was now only nineteen.) Free

seem rather to have generated each other. Both were, after all, twin ; ; .
’ itainly it was the case in Ma Sreind
“ % T ryland and Virginia tha
mmm&nnm of a general debasement of the Negro. mE.a,mQ and PrejuEs i ient of Negro slavery followed social pra n.m - t the HommH
dice” may have been equally cause and effect, continuously reactingiyegesr: A alss thsn e assernblias wers ol gwum . MWHMQ rat MH &Mﬁ MEM
= - nin other Eng is

upon each other, dynamically joining hands to hustle the Negro#s S dedlize B :
down the road to complete degradation. Much more than with:thes i i re how Negroes could or should be treated. These

other English colonies, where the enslavement of Negroes wa
some extent a borrowed practice, the available evidence for Md
land and Virginia points to less borrowing and to this kind;
process: a mutually interactive growth of slavery and unfavoral
assessment, with no cause for either which did not cause the oth in 1660 when it declazed “that f
well. If slavery caused prejudice, then invidious distinctions st the myumery weithont H.bmmn or the future no servant
cerning working in the fields, bearing arms, and sexual UBIONC EEERC) Sever, shall serve Ionger tien Ewbwcwmmk of what christian
should have appeared after slavery’s firm establishment. age.”” In 1661 the Assembl mna.m oH our own country, of
caused slavery, then one would expect to find these lesser discrim on that some Negroes mnj\w ds EM.nM U provided. siafwtory
nations preceding the greater discrimination of outright enslaves ervant. shell won. sy o nogwwwvw JME.MWMH SHMM Hnmmm@ mwv\

oes who

s conception or external example i irgini

. n Maryland and Vi
sewhere. ' ’ e
Virginia Assembly first showed itself incontrovertibly aware
egroes were not serving in the same manner as English

9

ment. Taken as a whole, the evidence reveals a process of de a5e}

ment of which hereditary lifetime service was an important but:not

the only part. - . . yiand
SEWM@E&G did not suffer this debasement. Rather, thei .H.H,oémnﬂ WMM.WMHHHHWMM wmwmmwﬂww onMWM%m iy H«SHMHEN.& and

tion improved, partly for the reason that they were not Negroes B categorical declaration that Ne H.H ower house, eATAE out

the early 1660's white men were loudly protesting agains a.” * During the next twent mmm Omm. Were to serve Dur-

made “slaves” in terms which strongly suggest that they consideret ‘ y-odd years a succession of acts

slavery not as wrong but as inapplicable to themselves. .me\mmm _m R

of a Maryland apprentice petitioned in 1663 that “he Craves:! ﬁwﬁm L 5 XLI, »won.mm.w.aﬂx_ 123-24. Compare the . .

his daughter may not be made a Slave a tearme soe Scandalousitia . ; ant; William P. Palmer et al, eds, oaniwowww:m\wwmﬁwnnwhmunwwﬁw%m

if admitted to be the Condicon or tytle of the Apprentices inghi z M? Mw_nwaosa. 1875-93) , I, g-1o0.

£ m.. ed., Statutes Va., I, 539 I, 26; Archives Md., 1, 449, 489, 526
. . ) X ) Gyl any :nmﬂ.oﬁ who are incapable” suggests explicit recogniti ' 2 ;
g. Hening, ed., Statutes Va., II, 170, 111, 86-87; Archives Md., 1, 3% Were: free, but in several sources the law as gnition that
204; Lefroy, comp., Memorials Bermudas, 1I, 1go (a resolution, not a-Stafl le omma betwcen “negroes” and “wh " re-enacted the next year
Some evidence suggests miscegenation was not taken as seriously in 17th m.mmm The Lawes of Virginia Now in For .o.n ww did the Maryland act of
Bermuda as on the mainland: ibid, I, 550, 11, 30, 108, 141, 161, 228, 314l 7ds; (London, 1662) , 59. ce: Collected out of the Assembly
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in both colonies defined with increasing precision what sorts of
persons might be treated as slaves® Other acts dealt with the
growing problem of slave control, and especially after 16go .&8\.@
began to assume its now familiar character as a complete mmmuﬁém.nno:
of all rights.®® As early as 1669 the Virginia Assembly cb&ummw&g :
enacted a brutal law which showed where the logic of perpetual
servitude was inevitably tending. Unruly servants could be chagl
tened by sentences to additional terms, but “WHEREAS .Em only
law in force for the punishment of refractory servants resisting Em..m
master, mistris or overseer cannot be inflicted upon negroes, nor th
obstinacy of many of them by other then violent meanes supprest
if a slave “by the extremity of the correction should chance to di
his master was not to be adjudged guilty of felony “since it canndl;
be presumed that prepensed malice (which alone makes rurthe
Felony) should induce any man to destroy his owne estate.”
Virginia planters felt they acted out of mounting necessity: the
were disturbances among slaves ini several areas in the early 1640
By about 1700 the slave ships began spilling forth their bl
cargoes in greater and greater numbers. By that time, racial slave
and the necessary police powers had been written into Hmém Hw nwa
i too, slavery had lost all resemblance to a perpetual and hered _ , :
Mwwwww@zmon of Hw.ummmw servitude, though mm?wmw mww. life still seemedizieets mH. nmmmwm.onwgm. The status of meno.mm under Dutch rule H.Hmm
to contemporaries its most essential feature.®* In the last quarte uded in the same sort of fog which envelops the English

aldmscolonies.. It i ;
the seventeenth century the trend was to treat Negroes more liki; es. It is clear, however, that the early and extensive Dutch

ke et perience i i i in-
property and less like men, to send them to the fields at younpefigareh n the international slave trade must have had some in

. . . R
ages, to deny them automatic existence as inherent members of thff

¢

8. ENSLAVEMENT: NEW YORK AND THE CAROLINAS

: ‘While. the development of Negro slavery followed a dif-
Nt pattern in the tobacco colonies than in New England, and

indeed, there were distinctive patterns of development in
of the English colonies, there were also factors which made for
nderlying similarity in the slavery which emerged. The univer-
ed for labor, the common cultural background and acceptance
glish law, and the increasing contacts among the various
nies all worked eventually to make Negro slavery a roughly
- institution from one colony to the next, especially where
omic and demographic conditions did not differ markedly. In
f.the colonies which England acquired after the Restoration
harles 11, slavery developed in a distinctive fashion, yet by 1700
York’s slavery was much like New England’s and Carolina’s
like Virginia’s.
664, at about the time slavery was being written into law in
bacco colonies, the English took over a Dutch colony which
en in existence for over forty years. New York was already a
lgepodge of nationalities—Dutch, English, Walloons, French,

s

menoambEmnouoawmmmmwmmNmmm.Hm%mn «mmw@&&m?
_..&mmbnmvntmEmnowob%mmwmnsmimﬁmﬁEmwﬂ@mumbm
master’s freedom to deal with his human property as he saw fit.® Emm or H%meuwm, who had .Huam.ﬁocm@ been on the West African
1705 Virginia gathered up the random statutes of a whole mﬁﬂ‘_%wm et the first @m.ma.:\ indicated status of any Negroes was
tion and baled them into a “slave code” which would not have beenifeies m, 1 Bm. 1640’s; indeed it remains possible that Negroes
: : 93 , afjere:mot slaves in New Netherland until the 1650's.% In 1650 two
out of place in the nineteenth century. .“,,.mwwas amohlet i s e
8v. Hening, ed., Statutes Va., I, 170, 270, 283, 490-g1, 11, 187-40, 44 ﬁ% g p @a cteers disagreed as to whether some Negroes were
Archives Md., VII, 2035, XIIX, 54649, XXII, 551-52. : slaves.® Within a very few years, though, the records show
88. Especially Hening, ed., Statutes Va,, 11, 270-71, 481-82, 4g3, IIL, 86, 1 ably that certain colonists were actively interested in the
AMEQHMMMHM . Mwﬁwwmﬁww WMJM@«%WWMM mwwxmwnmw%wnmﬁumw% I slave trade. Possibly this interest may have been stimulated
wwu Ibid., HmH mom. e b Steendam, a poet who had resided at a Dutch fort in
g1. Robert Beverley, The History and Present State of Virginia, ed..L before coming to New Amsterdam about 1652.%
Wright (Chapel Hill, 1947) , 271-72. -

g2. For illustration, Hening, ed., Statutes Va., II, 288, 47¢~80 (Negro ck ﬁm‘.w o Emw,ﬁmsﬁmnnm Raesly, Portrait of New Netherland (N. Y., 1945), 161-62,
taxed from age 12, white boys from 14), III, 102~3; hxnﬁé& Md., .S. ,WN s )
(county courts required to register births, marriages, burials of all ,..Mx.m..:., {O5il: Franklin Jameson, ed., Narratives of New Netherland, r609-1664 (N. Y.,

20-30, 564.
Negroes Indians and Molottos") . i g2 29-30, 364

g8. Hening, ed., Statutes Va., III, 447-62.
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Ihgome bnomoaos to their Quality, and can’t do it withouta labour.that looks

1.4: The Common Folk Come
to America (1683}

e T W

mn condition is too strait for them; and if married, their Children are
s_for.the. mmﬁﬁm, ~and are frequently bred. cwznobouhnw&mm,&sﬁ are a
ORR mmmEQ,.m to the elder Brothers Table and Charity: which is a mis-
ented, so here to be remedied; For Land they have for next

rate Labour produces.plenty.of-all-things-necessary- for

.Hammm@cm may supply them with all conveniences.

. There are another sorteg @Qmoaw, not only fit for, but necessary in Planta-
ind that is, Men of universal 9g :.:m, that have an eye to the Good of Posterity,

at both understand and delight fypromote good Discipline and just Govern-
among a plain and well intending pg oEm. such persons may find Room in

othinj .2?%5&5

oL IRAL

of some colonies, | ,
also be important, ..,.Ssm% Colonel Norwood and Virginia. But were
there other motives, edpecially in the case of the “common sort”? ‘
The following docu. ,...:N is an excerpt from a letter of 1683 written
by William Penn, the fowgder of Pennsylvania, to a group of business
people interested in trading ¥ with his new colony and speculating in its
* land. Penn had just returndg { from his fi irst visit to Pennsylvania, and
 the inducements offered to ,u ;.mqmn:% settlers that he describes were
based on his recent experiences ‘
Penn obviously emphasizes the attractive. mln.gsogn environment for
_men and women_of the labor¥y og class,. but he ‘also talks about:
- “younger. Brothers of small N:wm jtances.” What is he referring to
here? And what sort of people wer ..:E% of universal Spirits”? Why
might the American colonies.provide-the. common.people with superior

economic advantages compared to thevynative land?

“and would be harken’d to. Doubtless *twas h

3
<

ies.of People in divers parts of the World; whose
of their Wisdom, Virtue, Labour and Constancy, are Wit
ered down by story to the praise of our own times; though E S
her pretences of Religion, barbarously errs from their excellent

R BEm

5: Indentured Servants: Upward Mobility

y wmow people came to America as “indentured servants.” “Inden-
& referred to the terms and conditions of service to which they
:d in exchange for transportation to the New World. Situations
od, but harsh conditions usually -preceded later manumission.

g Who Should Go to Pen psylvania?
WILLIAM PENN Y

< These persons that providence seems to have So.n :

..ll..w —

m.,wwménsa. found themselves in deep bondage, w while others ran

S
0 v o

way to the backwoods or found refuge in Indian lands.

o' the terms of this agreement seem fair or demanding? If the con-
QS& violated, what risks were involved? What forces do you think
ed or pulled people to enter into such arrangements? On which
&o the Atlantic did people expect to find greater opportunity?

1st. Industrious Husbandmen and Day-Labourers, &.. are hardly able (with ex~
reme Labour) to maintain their Families and portion theiR QEEHQ g
2dly. Laborious Handicrafts, especially Carpenters, Masons, Smiths, Weavers,
“aylors, Tanners, Shoemakers, Shipwrights, etc. where the ( may be spared or are
ow in the World: And as they shall want no msooﬁmmaam. t, so their Labour is
vorth more there than here, and there provision cheaper.

3dly. A Plantation seems a fit place for those Ingenious Spirxs that cﬂm«pﬁﬁm
he World, .are much clogg’d and.oppress'd-about a. Livelyhood) for the means of
+ “isting being easie there, they may have time and opportunity § gratify their in- -
~and thereby improve Science and help Nurseries of peoplg.
“«ths ~fmen to whom a Plantation would be proper, takes in those that ;

e L mamﬁmwaamunmm yetbecause they would live i sight of their

“Servant’s Indenture for Transportation to Virginia
(September 25, 1622)

\

ommaoﬂmgm that I have been furnished and set out and am to be .mn
Tieaimia at the caste and charees of Edward Bennett of London, mer-

ies for their good ‘Counseél and OonE Bce, who are shut out from being of
se or service to great Nations under settl’ dgystoms: These men deserve much
tg(as] observ’d before) that put
of the famous Greeks and Romans upon Tra Emsc:m and Regulating
By e, for giving so great
Q Justice honourably
Jorld, after all its

_or Deeper Bondage (1622]) ~

All H‘o.,?oa these Presents Shall Come Greeting in our Lord God Everlasting.

ou fhiat 1, Wessell Webling, son of Nicholas Webling of London, brewer, fo



\
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his associates, and for and in consideration that they have promised and covenanted
to maintain me with sufficient meat, drink, and apparel, do, by these presents, bind
myself an apprentice unto the said Edward Bennett for the full term of three, meﬂa
begin _the feast of St. Michael the Archangel next after the date of these presents.

And I do promise and bind myself to do and to perform all the said term of my ap-

e ——, .
— e

prenticeship true and faithful service in all such labors and business as the said
Edward Bennett or his assigns shall employ me in and to be tractable and obedient
as a good servant ought to be in all such things as shall be ooBBmu.aoa,ﬂw by the
said Edward Bennett or his assigns in Virginia. And at the end of the said term of
three years the said Edward Bennett do promise to give unto the said apprentice a
house and 50 acres of land in Virginia to hold to me, my heirs, and assigns forever,
according to the custom of land there holden and also shall give to the said appren-
tice necessary and good apparel and the said apprentice shall inhabit and dwell upon
the said land and shall pay yearly for the said fifty acres of land from and after that
he shall thereof be possessed unto the said Edward Bennett the yearly rent of 50
shillings sterling forever and two days work yearly and to all and singular the
covenants aforesaid on behalf of the said apprentice to be performed and kept in
manner and form as aforesaid. The said apprentice binds himself to his said master
by these presents. In witness whereof the parties aforesaid to these present inden-

tures have set their hands and seals the 25th of September 1622.

Signet Ed. Bennett

1.6: Coercion: The West African Slave (1729)

Thousands of the men and women who crossed the Atlantic during the
colonial period came to America against their will. Some of these co-
erced immigrants were from the British Isles: youths kidnapped by un-
scrupulous ship captains, convicted felons “transported” as seven-
year indentured servants, Irish rebels exiled for defying English rule in
Ireland. The largest group of these unwilling newcomers by far, how-
ever, consisted of men and women plucked by slavers from their homes
along the Atlantic coast of the African continent.

The abduction of human beings from Africa for inclusion in the slave
trade constitutes one of the darkest chapters in human history. The meth-
ods by which individuals were delivered into European custody often
pitted African against African, thus plunging the continent into a vicious
cycle of intertribal wars, causing divisions that some historians argue
have not been healed to this day. Just as slavery transformed the history
of the Americas, it also transformed the history of Africa. .

Africa, But Residerit

.= AN

“Venture Smith, A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture, A Native of

cAAmn
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Many thousands of West Africans were brought as slaves to the
S\mhmw: Hemisphere in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth cen-
Ezm.w. Most were put to work on the sugar plantations of the
Qn.xmww.maz and South America. Relatively few came directly to the
British mainland colonies. One who did was Venture Smith, a youn
man %Sﬁ Guinea who was seized by slavers in 1735 and mgsmmu NM
Connecticut to work as a house servant and farm hand.

Do you think Venture Smith’s experiences, as described in the docu-
ment below, were typical? What was the typical experience of the
transplanted African in mainland British North America? Where did
most go? What did most do? Do you know if the ?maimﬁ. of slaves on

the mainland colonies wa
s more humane than on the Cari
Dlantations? hean sugar

An Eighteenth-Century African Describes His m:m_m<m:,._m:ﬂ

VENTURE SMITH

Chapter I. Containing an Ac is Li is Bi i
Lot Bis Mo Ow =EH%.8=E of His Life, From His Birth to the Time of His

I was born at Dukandarra, in Guinea, about the year 1729. My father’s name was
Saungm Furro, Prince of the tribe of Dukandarra. My father had three wives
: Polygamy was not uncommon in that country, especially among the rich, as wﬁwcM
-man was m:o.imn_ to keep as many wives as he could maintain. By his mnmﬁ wife he
had three children. The eldest of them was myself, named by my father, Broteer
: The .oz.an two were named Cundazo and Soozaduka. My father had 2<o, oEESu.
by his second &mm, and one by his third. I descended from a very large, tall and
stout race of beings, much larger than the generality of people in other mwu:m of the

globe, being commonly considerable above six feet in hei
n ) in height, and every way well

wmﬂﬁm I Q.HmHEmm [my] country, I must first inform my reader what I remember con-
cerning this place. A large river runs through this country in a westerly course. The
and for a great way on each side is flat and level, hedged in by a ooumEoSEm rise
in. m.uo country at a great distance from it. It scarce ever rains there, yet the land i
ertile; ma.omﬁ dews fall in the night which refresh the soil. About ms@ latter end HM
~,§o or first of July, the river begins to rise, and gradually increases until it ro
E:amﬁma Eo. ooEE..v\ for a great distance, to the height of seven or eight feet .Hrwm
Eﬂbmm%n a MHE.E which enriches the land surprisingly. When the river has mscmama
A atives begin to sow and plant, and the vegetation is exceeding rapid. Near nEm.
chriver my mmmﬁ:m:.m land lay. He possessed, I cannot exactly tell how much, yet
is. I am certain of respecting it, that he owned an immense tract. He @OmmowWaM

kewice a oreat manw rattla amd manbn Tavatom coee cioon 01 10 ~
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and with as much tenderness, for what I saw, as his only son, although I was an en-
tire stranger to him, remote from friends and relatives. The principal occupations of

the inhabitants there were the cultivation of the soil and the care of their flocks.
They were a people pretty similar in every respect to that of mine, except in their

persons, which were not so tall and stout. They appeared to be very kind and
friendly. I will now return to my departure from that place. N

My father sent a man and horse after me. After settling with my guardian for
keeping me, he took me away and went for home. It was then about one year since
my mother brought me here. Nothing remarkable occurred to us on our journey
until we arrived safe home. I found then that the difference between my parents had
been made up previous to their sending for me. On my return, I was received both
by my father and mother with great joy and affection, and was once more restored
to my paternal dwelling in peace and happiness. I was then about six years old.

Not more than six weeks had passed after my return, before a message was
brought by an inhabitant of the place where I lived the preceding year to my father,
that that place had been invaded by a numerous army, from a nation not far distant,
furnished with musical instruments, and all kinds of arms then in use; that they were
instigated by some white nation who equipped and sent them to subdue and possess
the country; that his nation had made no preparation for war, having been for along
time in profound peace; that they could not defend themselves against such a formi-
dable train of invaders, and must, therefore, necessarily evacuate their lands to the
fierce enemy, and fly to the protection of some chief; and that if he would permit
them they would come under his rule and protection when they had to retreat from
their own possessions. He was a kind and merciful prince, and therefore consented
to these proposals.

He had scarcely returned to his nation with the message before the whole of his
people were obliged to retreat from their country and come to my father’s domin-
ions. He gave them every privilege and all the protection his government could af-
ford. But they had not been there longer than four days before news came to them
that the invaders had laid waste their country, and were coming speedily to destroy
them in my father’s territories. This affrighted them, and therefore they immediately
pushed off to the southward, into the unknown countries there, and were never more
heard of.

Two days after their retreat, the report turned out to be but too true. A detachment
from the enemy came to my father and informed him that the whole army was en-
camped not far from his dominions, and would invade the territory and deprive his
people of their liberties and rights, if he did not comply with the following terms.
These were, to pay them a large sum of money, three hundred fat cattle, and a great
number of goats, sheep, asses, etc. .

My father told the messenger he would comply rather than that his subjects
should be deprived of their rights and privileges, which he was not then in circum-

" stances to defe” ~ “rom so sudden an invasion. Upon turning out those articles, the
enemy pledgec r faith and honor that they would not attack him. On these he re-
liad “and tharafnare thanoht it nnnecessary to be on his enard aeainst the enemy. But
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hostile nations, for a few days after, a certain relation of the king came and in-
formed him that the enemy who sent terms of accommodation to him, and received

tribute to their satisfaction, yet meditated an attack upon his subjects by surprise,
and that probably they would commence their attack in less than one day, and con-

cluded with advising him, as he was not prepared for war, to order a speedy retreat
of his family and subjects. He complied with this advice.

The same night which was fixed upon to retreat, my father and his family set off
about the break of day. The king and his two younger wives went in one company, and
my mother and her children in another. We left our dwellings in succession, and my
father’s company went on first. We directed our course for a large shrub plain, some
distance off, where we intended to conceal ourselves from the approaching enemy,
until we could refresh ourselves a little. But we presently found that our retreat was not
secure. For having struck up a little fire for the purpose of cooking victuals, the enemy,
who happened to be encamped a little distance off, had sent out a scouting party who
discovered us by the smoke of the fire, just as we were extinguishing it and about to
eat. As soon as we had finished eating, my father discovered the party and immedi-
ately began to discharge arrows at them. This was what I first saw, and it alarmed both
me and the women, who, being unable to make any resistance, immediately betook
ourselves to the tall, thick reeds not far off, and left the old king to fight alone. For
some time I beheld him from the reeds defending himself with great courage and firm-
ness, till at last he was obliged to surrender himself into their hands.

They then came to us in the reeds, and-the very first salute I had from them was a
violent blow on the head with the fore part of a gun, and at the same time a grasp
round the neck. I then had a rope put about my neck, as had all the women in the
thicket with me, and were immediately led to my father, who was likewise pinioned
and haltered for leading. In this condition we were all led to the camp. The women
and myself, being submissive, had tolerable treatment from the enemy, while my fa-
ther was closely interrogated respecting his money, which they knew he must have.
But as he gave them no account of it, he was instantly cut and pounded on his body
with great inhumanity, that he might be induced by the torture he suffered to make
the discovery. All this availed not in the least to make him give up his money, but
he despised all the tortures which they inflicted, until the continued exercise and in-
crease of torment obliged him to sink and expire. He thus died without informing
his enemies where his money lay. I saw him while he was thus tortured to death.
The shocking scene is to this day fresh in my memory, and I have often been over-
come while thinking on it. He was a man of remarkable stature. I should judge as
much as six feet and six or seven inches high, two feet across the shoulders, and
every way well proportioned. He was a man of remarkable strength and resolution,
affable, kind and gentle, ruling with equity and moderation.

The army of the enemy was large, I should suppose consisting of about six thou-
sand men. Their leader was called Baukurre. After destroying the old prince, they
decamped and immediately marched towards the sea, lying to the w- * taking with
them myself and the women prisoners. In the march, a scouting pax ~ as detached

fram the main armvu T the leadar Af thic nartu T e mada wraitas karsbes fm aaoeee
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of about thirty in number. These we set upon and immediately wrested from their
keepers, and afterwards converted them into food for the army. The enemy had re-
markable success in destroying the country wherever they went. For as far as they
had penetrated they laid the habitations waste and captured the people. The distance
they had now brought me was about four hundred miles. All the march I-kad very
hard tasks imposed on me, which I must perform on pain of punishment. I was
obliged to carry on my head a large flat stone used for grinding our corn, weighing,
as I should suppose, as much as twenty-five pounds; besides victuals, mat and cook-
ing utensils. Though I was pretty large and stout of my age, yet these burdens were
very grievous to me, being only six years and a half old.

We were then come to a place called Malagasco. When we entered the place, we
could not see the least appearance of either houses or inhabitants, but on stricter
search found that instead of houses above ground they had dens in the sides of
hillocks, contiguous to ponds and streams of water. In these we perceived they had
all hid themselves, as I suppose they usually did on such occasions. In order to com-
pel them to surrender, the enemy contrived to smoke them out with faggots. These
they put to the entrance of the caves and set them on fire. While they were engaged
in this business, to their great surprise some of them were desperately wounded
with arrows which fell from above on them. This mystery they soon found out.
They perceived that the enemy discharged these arrows through holes on the top of
the dens directly into the air. Their weight brought them back, point downwards, on
their enemies’ heads, whilst they were smoking the inhabitants out. The points of
their arrows were poisoned, but their enemy had an antidote for it which they in-
stantly applied to the wounded part. The smoke at last obliged the people to give
themselves up. They came out of their caves, first spatting the palms of their hands
together, and immediately after extended their arms, crossed at their wrists, ready to
be bound and pinioned. I should judge that the dens above mentioned were ex-
tended about eight feet horizontally into the earth, six feet in height, and as many
wide. They were arched overhead and lined with earth, which was of the clay kind
and made the surface of their walls firm and smooth.

The invaders then pinioned the prisoners of all ages and sexes indiscriminately,
took their flocks and all their effects, and moved on their way towards the sea. On
the march, the prisoners were treated with clemency, on account of their being sub-
missive and humble. Having come to the next tribe, the enemy laid siege and imme-
diately took men, women, children, flocks, and all their valuable effects. They then
went on to the next district, which was contiguous to the sea, called in Africa,
Anamaboo. The enemies’ provisions were then almost spent, as well as their
strength. The inhabitants, knowing what conduct they had pursued, and what were
their present intentions, improved the favorable opportunity, attacked them, and
took enemy, prisoners, flocks and all their effects. I was then taken a second time.
All of us were then put into the castle and kept for market. On a certain time, I and
other prisoners were put on board a canoe, under our master, and rowed away to a
vessel belonging to Rhode Island, commanded by Captain Collingwood, and the
mate, Thomas Mumford. While we were going to the vessel, our master told us to
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appear to the best possible advantage for sale. I was bought on board by one Robert-
son Mumford, steward of said vessel, for four gallons of rum and a piece of calico,
and called VENTURE, on account of his having purchased me with his own private

venture. Thus I omﬁdm by my name. All the slaves that were bought for that vessel’s
cargo were two hundred and sixty.



