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70 PORTRAIT OF A CIVILIAN

Relief of a Carthaginian merchant ship. (Roger-Viollet)

He never lived to see hus wishfulfilled, dymg shorily after the Third Punic War began. He was an austere,

single-minded and ruthless man, but one who possessed both physical and moral courage.

Conclusion and consequences Expansionism and the disposition
for war

Since the history of the Puruc Wars 15 written almoss entirely from a miitary pont of view, inevitably the
conclusions will also be military The consequences, however, which will be considered at the end of this
chapter are not so restricted. But let us first look at the causes for war, then: briefly consider |tsoondu:tby
bboth entagonists, before drawmng a broad conclusion as to why the Carthagmians were vang

The causes of war are seldom explicit or simple, nor do they lend th Ives to broad g 1 n
such as commercial nvalry, social unrest or religious fanaticism. Usually there are also a number of
interacting, if subsiciary, factors. These can include national or individual ambitions, prejudices and fears,
all herghtened by a generous measure of minmderstanding and miscalculation. To 1solate ane of these
factors nisks over-simplification, while to follow several can result in confusion

Then there are the theorists: some consider war to be a sychecal process, the revalsion of a generation
which has participated in a prolonged conflict being replaced by the romantic andour of the next. Others put
forward the theory of delinquency: nations are human beings wnt large who inevitably squabble and then
fight A thirll group believes that wars anise from ignorance, which, through mcreased commercial, personal,
cultural and other contscts, can be abolished. Although such explanations all contain elements of truth, in
the light of expenence none has grven grounds for thinking that 1t is capable of standing alone.

If so much porary analysis and t has been devoted to determining the causes of war, it
may well be asked what purpose will be served by considermg what happened over 2,000 years ago, The
available evidence 1s fragmentary, the opinons expressed often hearsay, even at the time, and the relevance
of such distant events is questionable Even so, there are two clearly identifiable factors which made the
First Punic War more probable and remain just as relevant today. First, the Romans saw an opportunity to
gain a foothold i Sicily by aiding the Mamestmes; and secondly, because they saw that the Carthagmians
were unprepared militanily, they succumbed to the temptation.

The seemingly obvious cause of the Second Punic War was Hannibal's determination to avenge the loss
of Sicily and hus father's humiliation. This was certainly the immediate cause of the war but the overall
setting was far more complex, There was an undeniable momentum behind Roman expansion: periods of
peace were temporary interludes to be broken when a favourable opportunity for advancement presented
ttself. So it was with Sardima, which the Romans seized in 238 BC and then unconvincingly claimed that it
was one of the islands referred to as ‘hang between Sicily and Jtaly” ceded to them following the First Puruc
War In haly iself, the Romans annexed Ager Galhicus on the Adnatic coast from the Gauls and
mcorporated the Etruscans into thewr confederstion. Given Rome's clear cultural disposibion for war,
another conflict with Carthage was inevitable, only the tuming was uncertatn urdil decided by Hannibal

The cause of the Third Punic War can be attributed to the loss of Scipio Afnicanus’ moderating influence
when he fell victim to political in-fighting, and his replacement by Cato with his advocacy of vigorous
confrontation with Carthage We can see the timelessness of these events by lookung back to the Cold War,




72 CONCLUSION AND CONSEQUENCES

when the Soviets incorporated most of&mm&wopemodmhmldofcmfedammancmpwdmsme
Berlin by blockade and drew down the Iron Curtain, Fortunszely the West was more able to defend itself
agamnst confrontation than was Carthage.

Lookng at the events of the three Punic Wars, we can see how important it is to adjust force structures to
changmg political and military requiremetis, and then v conduct war with 4 purposeful strategic aim. As
wehavesem.d:eRommubegmawm-whichclem-lyEmdamprmamune‘ without p ing a
navy, while the Carthaginians had an ammy which, without a long period of mobilisation, was incapable of
defending its widely disp dp ,Tlmthu'ewmdiedn'ectmofmewarmelfﬂlekcmam
initrally had the limited, short-term objective of securmg a foothold in Sicily, but by failing to define their
long-term aim, they drifted into a prolonged conflict.

IntheSeoondPmchardieRomanswemm:ﬁallylhommmtoﬂmdefmslvebyHamﬁbal':supeﬁor
generslship, until he lacked the strength to maintain the offensive and defend the cities he had ganed.

as was Chamberlan by Hitler at Munich, and Roosevelt by Stalm at Yalta; both were deceived and

ultimately betrayed at temble cost.
Smcethagewasobliwaudmdltquxﬂmiondxspaud,lnsoruymekmnswimwhcmwem

cmn:emed,mweeannotdoquerthanbeginbymlstmgﬂupred:mmmadebyScxp:oAfnmus'grnnd.sm,

disintegrating as fractious poliucal and social groups pursued their own self-interested ends. Events proved
Scipio’s prediction to be remzarkably perspicacious.

With nithless dceermmmmdlekunmexmdeddmrhmmdmwmthe Euphrates, Danube, Rhine and
Atlantic Ocean. A smgle city had expanded into an immense empire, but its arrogance brought its nemesis.
The iegions were no longer a citizen militia controlled by the Senate ard enrolled to meet a passing need,
but a long-service force of independent contingents whose loyalties had been transferred from a distant state
101ts i diate military dexs, many of whom had political ambivons. So it was in 49 BC when, at
ﬂmhmdofﬁvecohau,CmarnmsedﬂwmbwomﬂseﬁvﬂmukmgmebmmdarybetWemClsaIplne
Gaul and Roman lialy, to unleash a civil war which was to extend from the italian peninsula 1o Greece,
Syna and Cappadocia, down through Afnica, Sicily and Sardinia to Spawn. Intemecine struggles first

kened then ext L‘Iherni.litxryv13wroftheRﬂl'nanwcsrldl.rntlllln:nmeilulielfwn.s:’.a‘:k,e(:llnAD
410 by Alanc the Visigoth.

The relentless expansion of the Roman Empire transformed the social and economic fabric of the Italian
Confederation as the spoils of war poured into laly, While the young men were drafted 1nto the legions
deployed along the empire’s distant frontiers, they were replaced by tens of thousands of slaves who worked
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on the land or in domestic service. This could nclude concubinage, as was provided for Cato, or more
debnnchmgvneessuchaspeedopmlla.amweacqmmdﬁunﬂwﬁmdcs, But as time passed many slaves
were enfranchised and b Roman ci _.thwghjudgingbyScipiermdianm’rehukeofthosemoe
throngang the Forum—'Stlence, Spurious sans of laly!'—of intemperate if not insolent behaviour. Thus a
new breed of people arose who, holding different beliefs, customs and expectations, frequently reyected the
social discipline and solid virtues practised by their Roman predecessors.

There had been an equally traumatic shift economic conditions. Much of the new-found wealth found
1ts way mito the pockets of the powerful, mcluding members of the Senate, who bought up land which they

mﬂnpun,gmmelseﬂtuu'md,aswashisyomgerbmdnrﬂmus,whenhelriedtorevwetherefnnnln
this way the old inculcated Ranmvmesofuprighmsanddmytoﬂlesmeslipped into a decline marked
by selfishness and insatiable greed

In spite of the weaith that had flowed nto laly followng the Romans® overseas conquests, its

we have seen, were not slow to pursue their own interests.,

So Scipio Naswca's second prediction was fulfilled: intemal dismtegranon would follow from the defeat of
Carthage; a disintegration which ultimately led to the collapse of the Roman Empire. On the positive side,
however, we should recall that Rome's defeat of Carthage paved the way for Western civilisation and the
establishment of the Christian relizon. For a brief peniod Rome unsfied most of modern-day Europe, to such
an extent that, though the centre of gravity has shifted northwards, it 15 comparable with what is CECUITING
some 2,000 yesrs later Gibbon, however, had harsh words to say about the impact of Christumity-

The clergy successfully preached the docrrines of patience and pusilfanimity; the active virtues of
Society were discouraged: and the last remains of the military spirit were buried in the cloister; a
farge pontion of private and public wealth was consecrated 10 the specious demands of charity and
devation.

Huwver,:obulmmthlscmjcalasmmt,hewunonmsay

The pure and genuine influence of Christianity may be traced to its beneficial, though impetfect,
effects on the Barbarian proselytes of the Nonh. If the decline of the Roman Empire was hastened by
the comversion of Constanting, his virinous religion broke the violence of the foll, and mollified the
Jerocious temper of the conquerors. This awfil revolution may be usefilly applied to the instruction
of the presens age

Akmwledgeofhnswryplaysmunparmpanmmdmundmghowwegawhmwemmdmhelpmg
ustadecndewlmwedlwlddomd\eﬁmn-:;wluchbnngsusbacktoPolybm.s' contention, quoted at the
beglnl'lmgofth.lsbnok.Memtwommﬁunwhwhmybmmmbedmvnd;omownmlafommes
and those which have happened to other men.*



